RIDENTITY CREATIVE BRIEF: 
Have you ever been obsessed with a TV show? How badly? Do you own the DVD? Have you watched it a few times? 

What do you do when your show ends? What do you do when you want more? Do you mourn the loss of your show? Do you search for others like it…

…or do you make one of your own?

LOGLINE: 
RIDENTITY - Learn to ride: Ride to learn

SYNOPSIS: 
Driven by a disastrous period in his personal life, lost business ventures and the realisation of his ‘calling’ a little late in life, aspiring filmmaker Matt Grimshaw has already survived; losing his second wife to a close friend, losing his publishing business to the housing collapse, and as a result, losing his sixteen year career in publishing to the extinction event that was the rise of the Internet. Losing it all forced him to reinvent himself as a freelance videographer by teaching himself to edit for a colleague’s crowd-funding project. It was while editing video for the first time that he fell in love with film making and finally answered a question that had been plaguing him since childhood:

“What do you want to be when you grow up?”

Whilst our adolescent/forty year old protagonist began experimenting with ideas for his first film he stumbled across a show from 2004 called the ‘Long Way Round’ that documented the motorcycle ride from London to New York of actor friends Ewan McGregor and Charley Boorman. After watching the entire series twice (in one sitting) an idea began forming from the primordial soup of; childhood memories & dreams of adventure, an unfulfilled love of motorcycles, of old friends and a confused sense of feeling lost in the land he’s lived in for over a decade. The idea related to his dueling identities: Some English friends consider him American, American friends think he’s English. Is he both, neither or a hybrid? As a Londoner that’s been living in California for the last thirteen years he suffers like many immigrants do, from a duality of ‘home’– a sense of home that is both here AND there, but one that can make you feel isolated from both which was made clear with a question that Matt was asked on his last trip to London and found he couldn't answer: "If the US and the UK went to war - which side would you pick if you HAD to?"

“Home is where I’m from, but I am ‘home’ right now…which is as confusing as hell…and I know I’m not alone. I’ve talked about this many times to many first generation migrants like myself all over the world, it’s like the differentiation between your real vs. adopted parents…”

Having lived in the US for so long, the idea has come up to possibly take US Citizenship, and through this we’re presented an opportunity to study America from a different angle; to ride along with someone as they ask America about itself via its citizens. Through travel we can learn both the geography of North America and its many varied peoples whilst simultaneously gauging how this knowledge affects a sense of self or belonging. Having never owned or ridden a motorcycle (mopeds don’t count) on the road before, the challenge is also to learn to ride and delve into bike culture (itself an identity) from the perspective of an enthusiast reborn, someone literally starting at mile zero and immerse the viewer in a two wheeled journey of discovery riding across all 50 US states, seeing the country, meeting its people along the way while learning the skills needed to survive a round the world trip. Camping, visiting interesting places, even playing soccer (another of Matt’s passions) and asking those along the route their views on American identity in order to learn what it means for his own as he ponders taking US citizenship himself. Upon culmination of this 50 State ride – the knowledge gained will be used to attempt to ride home to London from home in California roughly reversing the route across the Asian & European continents taken by his heroes in 2004.

In short, it’s a documentary about getting starting in documentaries by filming a documentary series about it, oh and there’s a bike in it too. It’s about riding through all 50 US states and then the world in a quest to understand migrant identity in an age of mass population displacement and the reactions to them. 
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PILOT: From conception to California (Learn to ride)
The pilot is being planned to begin filming in Late Oct ’16 through Feb ’17 via a series of rides through his home state of California visiting parks, intriguing places and as much of small town California as possible whilst also learning to survive on US roads. 

THE REST: 49 States of Mind (Ride to learn)
The other 49 can be reached in a further 3-4 big rides (barring AL and HI) that have yet to be planned but should funding be found they can be completed relatively quickly. This larger segment will include stops to learn off road, visiting bike-esque places of interest (Pikes Peak, Sturgis etc.) as well as visiting sites that are quintessentially Americana.  

FROM HOME TO HOME (The Wrong Way Round): 
This final stage is the main project and will take 4-5 months to plan and a further 4-5 to execute with multiple visas, carnets and seasonal concerns all playing a role in project length. Essentially the idea is to retrace as much of 2004’s Long Way Round as possible – but backwards to see how much has changed.
