AUSTRALIAN 4,29 N7 85,95 el 651 LAST CHANCE:
1 ' L L
| ' - RACE-REPLIGAT
HONDA VFR750

I. Iy
Ifuaun-laums-u 1883

‘W
v
A 4
vV
V -
2 A
Vv
L

o K1100RS R1100RS 6151000 :
;zzni1oo 'CBR1000 © TRIUMPH 900 _;y*

Sﬂ‘mﬁ Power "93: e s&mﬂ mr Msmn; S meanesi M@







waswiorried by the sway Fu s Hiacakang

fen thee B 1S mirrees, Aned | dogled tell e
was looking in the mirrors by 1he way his
head was twitching from side to side,
nervously looking right, then looking left as
he ensured | was still hehind.

And there was no doubt about that — |

wasn't budging, even if it did make for an

I { ot real cas OF defa v | ke Catry

Take six big-bore sporis
tourers, seven riders, and

some of the best roadsjaiy

Australia and you’ve ot -

recipe for an dmazingiihrSa

daystKen Woolith -
™ T F.-,I.

stfory. "

el st chip or b o e Shikn

Tkl © g my dark visoe o, Jois ] m
sure i Y, i,u-.l.'.r|'x'4- sec] vy ear e var i
b B30T mairears leoswooldve teived all
that el Tewrcder, Ao heee was nirneed
tor 1l

Adter all e were Baving plenty e noueh
fubry e 08 weerss et oway the Trophy's
Fraevel lisbiaes svwree Beginning o seesaw bk
abd Theth in oy hands sudistoed things
contld pet decidedhy vy i ihings gl
pushed just that lle it o b fyaed 1103
rhusirer L Do shpplngg may et cappuacing
alongside Gy in o Dettol bath..

NOTHING LIKE A HARD ONE

Yep, there's nothing like a hard road-ride in
familiar company to clear the cobwebs, and
this spirited thrash along the banks of the

-

]

V has fhE

$

Murray River aned o Tallasgatey in

VIO s et haad s o Gt clnoe
i e ttiae Al nepra e pealated Grcas
Cluser to W aoilonza aned sath that the
pevater seed Toe restraind g vigilinge,

My siarring partoer was vel amid Gy
Allen, aned may réar punner’s ||:>.ﬂfiilr1 Wy
e U Sogind iy sl m pum e s s
butfonrg — i A weas b o a VERT S, me
pnd A ST S0 U he an a KLTILRS, me
Gry o CBHTTHIE Tt b o i SR 100,
e o e EE T e et i ~|'1"r||n:.'_|\
eidloss, Ao s far mwore -'!*1n'r1.r||1|l'||;_
sittinng o Dis renr guarter Ser kim after km
rolfrer thap ot fempding . homeal passing
e ol |1'E--.ir|='_ st oy e st soqpt i b
Fatpepsae

[His S it was b or e generation
sucl-imected BAWY B LTOURS, e e, o
OO0 Trimph Teophy driple — amd (st for
oo measure b ol Rz a Flack's smiling
ek Ty oy onwnt srsiercies as Be wrestlog with
thenewest Honda EBR O Bloody, good
‘e v kL

The necasion was e dhied annual
Metoreyele Sews Toue of ity comiprd,

iy ask m .,




and for this year we’d gone all out with six
big-bore slaorts tourers collectively worth
$150,000! Our previous ‘91 and ‘92 ‘Tours’
(with the current AMCN encumbents) had
avoided putting the biggest and fastest road
bikes in the world head to head, but this time
there was no steering clear of the inevitable.

TOUR

a telephone call from then AMCN editor
Allen (he got out while he still had some
sanity). He asked me if I'd like to take part in
a big-bore comparo ride — do wombats
poop in the bush?

Back then | had yet to join the Horror staff
full time; and had not the faintest idea what

it had been six years since the last such
Motorcycle News ‘big mutha’ get-together,
but my deja vu blat with Guy brought it all
back so vividly.

TIME TO REMEMBER
It's worth taking a few moments to recount
that particular three-day adrenalin pumper, if

only to put the latest six-bike Shootout into
perspective. Back in August 1987 | received
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Whatever your choice,
you will do better at
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& CBR1000 IN STOCK NOW!
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to expect on a big-bore road test. Three days i |
later | had a pretty good grasp. And that's
probably why it’s taken six years to develop
enough nutsack to organise another one —
the potential for ‘disaster’ in a compare
carries a multiplication rate of 10 over a
single bike test!

In 87 we punted five of the fastest, meanest
road bikes available over all manner of roads
throughout south-east Oz, and after peeling
my eyeballs from the inside of my visor after
those three incredible days 1 was able to
marvel at how these sculptures of steel,
aluminium and plastic had turned grown
men into dribbling, gibbering idiots — with
as much self-control as a bad case of
Bombay belly...

ETEAlChE e
gyener,of VER

Favorite riding-situation=-1.ong tours. Cars.

10 o e E

GTS 1000 IN STOCK!!
Plus the full range of
YAMAHA MOTORCYCLES

Sales Service and Spare parts now
available at Sydneys latest Yamaha dealer.

Murphy Johnston Leisure Centre
571 Pittwater Road, Brookvale NSW

(03) 938 2255 7 DAYS
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(20) years.

Cetting ready for the Le Mans start just before
Friday arvo’s final strop to Jingellic.

That yarn on the Yamaha FZR1000, Suzuki
GSX-R1100, Honda CBR1000, BMW
K100RS and Yamaha F)1200 appeared in
September 1987 (Vol 37 No 6). t's a
comparo that is still spoken about in hushed
tones around Horror HQ, and so vivid was
the written account that a Queensland cop
even contacted editor Allen back then
begging for an invite to participate in the
next one...{on his own bike at his own
expense!)

SIX YEARS ON

£ 8

Well, times have changed in the intervening

six years — least not the proliferation of
speed cameras and radar traps used by our
friends in the blue uniforms. And of course,

the 1993 participants — which included two

of the famed 1987 party — are a bit older
and wiser these days, and well aware of

LAWYERS

CARNEYS - SOLICITORS

Have provided specialist legal services in the
fields of motor accident and product liability
claims to motorcycle riders for the past twenty

INITIAL CONSULTATION
- NO CHARGE-
Contact Arthur Carney or

Wallace Meakes

5th FL. 65 Elizabeth St. Sydney. 2000
Ph (02) 233 5755
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' ‘ and for this year we’d gone all out with six a telephone call from then AMCN editor
big-bore sports tourers collectively worth Allen (he got out while he still had some
$150,000! Our previous ‘91 and "92 ‘Tours’ sanity). He asked me if I'd like to take part in

{with the current AMCN encumbents) had a big-bore comparo ride — do wombats
-« avoided putting the biggest and fastest road  poop in the bush?

bikes in the world head to head, but this time  Back then | had yet to join the Horror staff
‘ there was no steering clear of the inevitable.  full time, and had not the faintest idea what

It had been six years since the last such

Motorcycle News ‘big mutha’ get-together,
' ‘ r but my deja vu blat with Guy brought it all
back so vividly.
TIME TO REMEMBER

It's worth taking a few moments to recount
that particular three-day adrenalin pumper, if
only to put the latest six-bike Shootout into
perspective. Back in August 1987 | received

DINGBAT DIRECTORY

ssemblingihie castof thousands: o participate S types of riding styles and experlences fromlicence
Ain 1hls six-biketbig-bore sports-tourer holders o' tiires vears to exnerlenced:nands of over 20,
COMPAro Aas.ne easy task, especially when and.from bals=out knee scratchers to sedate
ANICH statfer Marton Pettendy wag a late scratching ‘broomsick up the bumitatireriypes.We reckon that
with a broken scaphoid. However \the motley Crew Thakes our fincings onhe sixsteeds all the more - i
1 you seg:below s a peetiy faircross;section of-all relevant as we couldm't have agsembied aimore diverse e o
e ; . nunch of dingbats ifiweld i LSS,
| tried\Guy-Alleniooks atihel | Kawasakilti2R,:1973 Kawasaki f1/52 Fybridsratsblke,
£ast: plus another Kwaka H2 in pleces: Whew..
Ridingjbackgratind: Was racing camels-around;the
KenAdmiraliWootton time Moseslplayed flll-bagk forerusalam. Switched 1o
Age: 398 /£ as usiia, bikes shorthy.altenthieir invention. Extensive road'and
Alleri can ¢ get-pastihc raca expearience.
f ling witho Favorite riding sttdation: {Faster,faster,. harder,
i harderlUgg il UgghliesliYesaaWe switched'off the
{ana recortieranott then

Mike Sinkers' Sinclair
Ager 31

Helght:i B6cm :

Weight 88kg (claimed'dry Waight!)

First'bike: Hondal GT90DaY,
GurrentmachineryzBueliR51200, BuelllRR12C0,
YarahaiTT250sSuperbastard™

Riding backaroundConfused mix usiallyinvolving
excessive use of the cantrc's:

Faveurite riding slivation: £Yess
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to expect on a big-bore road test. Three days
later | had a pretty good grasp. And that’s
probably why it's taken six years to develop
enough nutsack to organise another one —
the potential for ‘disaster’ in a comparo
carries a multiplication rate of 10 over a
singfe bike test!

In ‘87 we punted five of the fastest, meanest
road bikes available over all manner of roads
throughout south-east Oz, and after peeling
my eyeballs from the inside of my visor after
those three incredible days | was able to
marvel at how these sculptures of steel,
aluminium and plastic had turned grown
men into dribbling, gibbering idiots — with
as much self-control as a bad case of *
Bombay belly...

DarrylDazza’ Flack

Age:33

Height:183cm

Waidht80ka (and still-expanding!)
Flist-blke:Handa'Cl=1 00,

Gurrent machinary: Honda=x14185.

Riding background:As for Sinkers == but slanificantly
more self.control {with ona recantnotable exception .},
Favorite riding siteationz: Nice twisty,.smooth, roads
with no trucks,no trallers and na-Sinkers.®

TonysBurger Watts

AQer2y

Height:188cm

Wejght: 76k

Flrst:blke:1987,Yamaha SEX250!
Currentmachinery: 8s above,

Riding backgrourd:iThree years on the road: =
Favouritelricing situation:sErer, rubbar side daws!

JustinyStretcht Law

Ager2i

Helghtil 92cmi(&d-and stilf growing..)

Weight: 81kg

Firstbike:Handa XL11255

Current machlneryii 887 Honda VER750

Riding background:Recldivistmotorcycllst wha has:
spent-around six.years on the road: and-proudinew.
cwnenciVER

Favaorite riding stuation: Long tours.

Mark-Davjs

Age: 42

Heightat73cm

Weights:

First-blkea !

Current-machinery: Yamaha XJ800;

Riding background: Has:been'on thalroad even
[enaenthaniVootton: .
Favorite riding situation:#Freferably on top s Rt
10 & long, gentle; cruise in the countryside,

Guy. ‘GumbyAllen

Age: 38\ (CAcanirry i the pack oflies recently
publiistiad in thasa pagost)

Height:188cm

Weighti105kg (Edi wha's kidaingwho — try putting
yourofiierleg on thie scales aswell)
Firsthike:1975 Kawasaki KH400 S3.
Gurrentimachinery: 1880 Suzuki GSX1:100,,1880
SuzUki GS1000G outfit; 1979:Honda-CB750F2, 1977
Hondarx1350.

Riding background:Road criented with a warrying
soft spot for sidecars

YAMAHA

GTS 1000 IN STOCK!!
Plus the full range of
YAMAHA MOTORCYCLES

Sales Service and Spare parts now
available at Sydneys latest Yamaha dealer.

Murphy Johnston Leisure Centre
571 Pittwater Road, Brookvale NSW

(03) 938 2255 7 DAYS
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adding any more demerit points to their
licences. There was no way peer group
pressure would be allowed to weave its high-
speed spell over the assembled throng this
time!

Of course assembling six bikes at the one
time for a balls ‘n” all comparo is no eas
task in these days of a depressed Aussie bike

market. But two months of planning and
cajoling finally came together —even ifthe  between friends... (When you're scratching comparison test ever attempted by this

Kawasaki ZZ-R1100 was only registered along the banks of the Murray witha R11in  magazine.
three days before our departure, justin time  your sights 15 horses is everything/)
to join the group. After the initial three-day touring shootout ~ CHOOSING THE CAST
Logistically the whole thing was a we played with the sextet for another Findi nﬁ the seven riders to put the six steeds
nightmare. The Yamaha GT51000, Honda fortnight — commuting, measuring, through their paces didn't hold quite the

CBR1000 and ‘94-model ZZ-R all hadtobe  weighing, dyno-testing, fanging, etc, etc. Bt same logistical concems as arranging the
collected in Sydney, while both the K1100RS it didn’t finish there — we compared notes bikes — funny about that, eh?

and R1100RS BMWs and the Triumph 900 and thoughts over numerous ‘debriefing’ The only hiccup was when Marton
Trophy were available in Melbourne. sessions every few hours on our ‘Tour’, we ‘Chalky’ Pettendy broke his scaphoid while
Why the smaller Brit rather than its four- debated heatedly at

cylinder big brother? We'd initially planned the local watering
on a four-cylinder 1200 Trophy, but with ‘93 hole, and we
stocks sold out and the ‘94 shipment still to swapped bikes
leave England a 900 would suffice, Besides,  daily back in the
the three-cylinder engine is the top-sellerin  city grind as we
the Trumpy range, it's one of our favourite pieced together the
powerplants around Horror HQ, and what's  most

15 or so horsies at that end of the rev range comprehensive

e e L ]

o B v 51 Improved finish, and

& & ::;ro the much heralded

L0 R A 4 Twin Ram Airintake
S - — system, AMCN carried

'awasaki’s ZZ-R1100 probably providesa the firstfull Jocal test of
‘rider’s ulimate test of self-diacipline. Witha  the revised ZZ-Rlback -
W claimed 147ps and 11.2kg-m (8t 10500  inVol4ZNo17In |
and 8500rpm respectively) on tap, a top speed of  January..(For 94 new |
* around 290km, and & quarter mile capablity of graphics have been
- 10.5sec it Is the undisputed master blastor ofthe added, as outiinedin |
production bike world, = our world first test of
_And not surprisingly the ZZ-R was the star on thenewZZ-Riwo
fthe dyno, posting over 125ps from 8800 through  [ssussback)
10 10,600rpm — with a peak of 126ps at 10,000,  Chassls changes 1,
- Torque-wise the blg Kwaka'peaks at 8500mm- Inctuded a strongar
‘with 10.5kg-m (761i-Ib):and has over9:7kg-m  steating-head and

FY

I

* (70f+1b) from 620010 9600rpm, A e

- That power is produced by a miltthatis a larger dizmater steering stem and front axie and sida of tha falring pansis o cut noise, the sturdy
essentially the same design which Initlally saw the  saw the-bike's vital statistics change ~— rake grew flip-out luggage hooks and the easily-cperated

JMMofdgyianMinthaGP_Zem. The familar half a degres to 26.5, trall up dmmto 107 and the  cantrestand, =
liquid-cooled DOHC 16-valve mill has powered whealbase stretched 15mmto 1495mm. '' The naw Pear} Greanish Black ZZ-R1100 retafis

- models as diverse as the GTR1000, ZL:1000 and ‘Thesa changes plus bigger muflers, heavier ~ for $15,480 and carries Kawasaki's 12 !

- ZX-10 befora ending up.in'its curmant:76 x 58mm  falring and larger fuet tank (24it up from 211t) saw month/unlimited km warranty. .
- 1052c¢ ZZ-R guise (for the fifth year running). ~ the claimed walght for ths ZZ-R boosted 5kg to [ MS |
- Motorcycla fiews carried the first Aussia tastof ~ 233ky — out in the real world with a fulltank of ' i =
the then-new ZZ-R1100 back in May 1890 (VoI 38 julce the AMCN scales stopped at283kg.  From the Motorcycie Nlews archives: The 1994-
N 25), with a comprehensive technlcat randown The blke uses Kawasald's katsst ergo-friendly . mode! ZZ-R110002 was tasted In Vol 43 No 11.

. of tha new King Kwak. Very litie has changed  switchgear and ad]ustable levers and there's aemall  The 1993 D1 mods) was tested in Vol 42 No 17

- engine-wise in that time but for ‘93 there was new  lockable storage compartment in tha left falring and the original 1990 ZZ-R1100C1 in Vol 38 No

- bodywork, a new chassls, a revised cockplt,  Inner. Nice touches Include the foam on the inner 25, ; -

—_—_—— - = = — e Al D
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TOUR

OF
DUTY

piloting his RGV250 at Phillip Island’s Shell

Oils round, and we had to co-opt the

motorcycle columnist from Business Review
Weekly, Mark Davis.

But (ﬁ’d I say seven riders for six bikes? If
you need to take ph%tggraphs of six riders on
six bikes, then you need a seventh person,
and after spending the 1991 ‘Tour of Duty I

CB-aahhh
|
esplts tha dash of aggression added to its
lines in thig latest intamation, the ‘new’
CBR could be mistaken for nothing elss.
I |¢'s stllt Idantiiably.a CBR, but.with lts thorough
. makaover earlier.this year the bike now tas a
more purpossful stance, from its more angular
nose to its NSR-styled tailpiece.
| The CBR's four-cylinder 77 x 53.6mm 998cc
liquid-cooted 16-vaive mill was introduced back
in early 1987 and as It's been refined has earned
a strong following over tha years. This year's
revamp saw the bike score new 37mm semi-
| flatslide CV carbs, though Honda clalms tha
" game 135ps at 9500rpm and 10.8kg-m of torque
(at 8500rpm) for this updated modet'as the M/N-
models it replaces.
| Onthe dyno the real flgure Is 114ps at the rear
whesl (up 4ps from when we measured this very
| hike back in Vol 43 No 1). With almost 8.7kg-m
| (70tt-Ib) from 6400rpm through to 8300rpm the
CBR's down on the ZZ-R1100, but as the
Motoreycle News sphinoter-poll will testify
performance is ar..ample.

Chassls-wise the CBR shares a large number
of components with its predacessors. As well as
ancillaries, such as footpegs, screw-ad|ustable
brake lever, hydraulic clutch, instrumentation
and most electrical componentry, the current

| CBR shares Its frame, swingarm, and 3.50 and

| 5,50 x 17-inch threa-spoks wheels with the
softer-linad N-modal. Tyre slzes, stearing

| geometry and suspenslon components are all’
unchanged.

The test bike wore aftarmarket Bridgestone
Battlax BTSO0 radials, although standard fitment

Is the same company’s Gyrox covers.

The new blke retalns the hockey-puck case
savers and sacrificiat falring bars to protect the bike
In the case of an oops. At a claimed 235kg tha
latest CBR is 5kg up on the bike it replaces. Our

officlal NASCAR-styla scales recorded 259kg with a

Ltllll‘l 291t tank, making the CBR the lightest of tha six
BS.

The biggest change to the latest GBR though is
the Dual Combined Braking Systam — nat slmply
& linked braking system like Moto Guzzi (or the
Gold Wing}) but one that operates bath the twin
front and single rear three-piaton calipers from
gither. the hand fever or foot pedal (or both).

At the heart of this front/rear gxchange is a
proportioning valve that Is designed to
hydraufically adjust e front/raar brake blas In
sympathy to a blke's unique attitude under brakss.
The systam Is not anti-lock but Honda says Dual

N

CBS is about is getting a bike stopped quickly
whatever the rider’s skill lovel. i

Honda wil 'offer two colour options for CBR
customers in 1994 — a limted number of black
liverled CBR's made It Down Under thls year and
sold [lke hotcakes.

In the day of $15,000-plus 1100s, left-over . 1
stocks of the ‘93 CBR1000 are axcellent value at
$12,699 — even more so with Honda's 24-
monthvunlimited km warranty. Tha ‘94 modelis |
In dealer showrooms now and retalls at $13,299
— a prica that still compares favourably with tha
‘84 prices of the other fiva bikes in the compgr;’;

: S s‘

From the Motorcycle News archives; The |
CBR1000FP was tested in Vol 42 No 22 and .
then compared with tha BMW K1100RS In il
Vol 43 No 1, i

s FOR BMW SALES - Red Baron Group
Choose from a wide range of superb new and 11-15 Gray St.
used motorcycles. Sutherland 2232
:rl‘lanMW SEII]VIﬁE; Wi PHONE (02) 521 3493
! e best way to look after your s to leave
it In the hands of our factory trained staff. ggey';:rc::ag:vaeﬁg?ln;e- 7.00pm
: : FOR BMW PARTS & ACCESSORIES - And that includes our
e B We stock the Genuine articlel workshop!
K1100 RS now In steck
I
LMCTB89047 MC242
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comparo (VFR750 v 907IE v K755) as a
pillion passenger, there was no way
snapshooter Watts was riding shotgun again.
It seems going two-up behind yours truly
across the Alpine Way’s snow and ice two
years back left Wattsy somewhat less than
enthusiastic about clamping onto someone’s
love handles for three days.

In fact last year he refused point blank to
participate in our ‘92 ‘Tour of Duty II' —

Zephyr 750 v CB Seven Fifty v R100R v
Trident 750. We added Honda’s capable

g ven though s flowing bodywork retains the

[ trademark K100RS.top faliing and screen of

the ‘old’ K's, tha K1100RS Is for aliiintants

- ond purposesgrewmachine.

- Mind you, s bullt in the traditional ‘K-thame’

 with a longitudinally-mounted automofive-styled

' Inclined four driving via a fiva-speed gearbox and

single-plats dry clutch. And like its full-house

' touring stablernate, the K1100LT, the K11RS uses

| BMW's Paralover shaft-drive rear-and — though
;:Ig: '?) taller tinal drive (2.81 for the RS vs the LT's
- The millIs & revised version of the four-vaive-
per-cylinder 987cc englne that debuted In 1989 in
‘the K1 roadster and later powsred the 18-valve

' K100RS. Boosting the bore from 67mm to 70.5
~{tha original 70mm stroks Is retained) gives the
biggest K a capacity of 1082cc — the largast
capacity machine of our saxtet. -

| Aithough BMW quotss the sama Euro-maximum:
1100ps for the two 16-valve engines the 1100cc
‘version produces its peak 500rpm earfier than the
{000 at around 7500rpm. Similar changes are
‘apparent In the larger engine’s claimed.torque —

' 10.92kg-m at 5500rpm versus 10:20kg-m at

| 6750mpm. T

. On the Dynobike dyno our K1100RS recorded a
maximum of around B6ps at 8800rpm at tha rear
whest with torque peaking at 10.0kg-m (72ft-1bs)

Special K

‘gt 5500mm (down 4ps on te blka wa testad In Vol
43 No 1)..And all'the tima the digital Motronics fual-

injaction is making sure that the englne’s hiccup-fres

tromiidie through to speeds warthy of & Motorcycl
Naws thragh sesslon {er...comparo).

\With'a wheelbase of 1565mm and a claimed
268Ky (288kg actual with fill tank) the K11 is.no
RGV250, but:it nevarthelass encourages sparty uge.
The bika's Ki-sourced frame has been besfed up
considerably with bracing to:the stegring-head and
this no doubt contributes to the more direct and
fesponsiva feel of the K1100RS.

The K1100RS nses essentially the same running
gear as its 16-valve RS and K1 predecessors. ABS I8
standard aquipment. !

Australlan-delivery K1700RSs can wear any of
three manufacturers rubber — ours had
Bridgestone BT53 redlals, 12070 front and 160/60

The K-RS’s rubber-isolatad footpags and Ki-
sourced: (wider) handlabars and grjps sffactively
isclate the rider from engine vibes, although there’s:

RS alzo features an integrated [gnitior/steering

still some tingling In tha bars around 5000rpm.
Thera's a choice of three paint colours and
various powertrain/seat colour options. As wellas
fuel and tamp gauges as standard aquipment, the

look and BMW's ‘centrallsed Jocking' — every lock
on the motorcycla {lgnition, fuei filler, optional |
panniers, seat eic) is operated with ona key. 1

There's still the love-H-or-hate-it switchgear, and
tha ignition cut-out that preciudes warming tha |
bike on its sidestand. BMW's warranty. |

(12mths/uniirmitsd:km) and spares back up I8

considered second to none. At $20,500.(less '
pannlars or ORCE) the K1100RS was only headed |
by the Yamaha GTS at-the cash register.

From:the Matorcycla News archives: the first

 DowniUinder ride Impression of tha K1.100RS |

appeared in Vol 42 No 15, and it was'later. 1
compared with Honda's new Duml. CBS-braked .
BR1000 it Vol 43 No 1. J

THE COMPLETE BMW RANGE.

THE COMPLETE BMW RANGE OF SERVICES.

John Fretten Motorcycles

Cnr Sunnyholt & Tattersalls Roads
Blacktown NSW 2148 Phone: {02) 831 4932

MARSHALE CUTTING-2323
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OPEN UP A NEW BMW FOR
AS LITTLE AS $230 PER MONTH*

BMW Finance - putting the wheels in

motion, fast. Now the BMW motorcycle
you've always wanted is well within your
reach. :

A tailor-made personal loan, from BMW
Finance, will put you on the BMW of your
choice for a simple monthly payment. And
what's more, there’s no residual to pay at
the end.

Owning a BMW has never been easier!
And with the renowned qualities of the
BMW marque, it's never been more
enjoyable!

So see your dealer today and let them
show you how you can open up a new
BMW for as little as $230 per month.*

For a monthly payment you'll get years
of motor cycling pleasure.

Model R.R.P™

F80 - £9,700
FiOOLT 74400
FIO0GS PO 514,500
FI100 RS FIG300
HiTO0RS FF_ T §19680
R755~ $12,500

KIS RT 515,800
K100 RS 500

* To approved purchasers only. Monthly Instalment $230, Amount financed
$9700. Total Amount Repayable $13800. Instalment of $230 par month ia
calculated on the recommended retail price of the motorcycie only, and
axcludes statutory and dealer on-road costs, which may vary by dealer.
Exarnple is based on a term of 60 months. Financial Institutions Duty may be
applicable In some states, 24, 36 & 48 month instaiment periods are also
avallable. Monthly payment figure subject to change without notice.
3;-g§:;govlder: BMW Australia Finance Ltd. 783 Springvale Road Mulgrave

* Racommended Retail Price is in accordance with BMW Ausiralla’s
current price list but may be subject to change without notice,

THE ULTIMATE RIDING MACHINE

ACT: Eurotune M/C, Queanbeyary; New South Wales: Tom B\{rne. Sydney; Procycles, Hornsby; John Fretten, Blacktown; Red Baron Group, Sutheriand; Noel Swhlgpé:ﬁmgrﬁg:g: David Bymes

M/C, Nowra; On-Line M/C, Albury; Max Smith W/C, Broken il

Pitmans. Darwin; Race M/C, Alice Sorings; Gueensiand: Morgan & Wackar, Newstead; Paul Feel

Bundabarg; Harbour City M/C, Gladstone: Falrway Cycles, Rockhampton; Mackay M/C, Macka

Pitmans, St Marys; Bike City, Adelalde; Whéalla Yamaha, Whgaﬂa: Reynolds Yamaha, M
. rankston Yamaha, Frankston; ProCycle, Geslong;

City; Peter Manere BMW, Brighton; BTX M/C, Farntree Gully;
Motts M/C Waorld, Victorla Park; Northside M/C, Osborne Park,

; Sargents M/C, Orange; Central Coast M/C, West Gostord; John Brigan M/C, Newcastle, Seaside em Tol ug
ney M/C, Gold Coast; Boyd Yung M/G, Toowoomba: Coastline BMW, Caloundra; KB, M/G,
Ortn Snell & Co, Townsville; McGreger Motors, Calrns; South Auatrale: Plimans, Blalr Athol;
or; Tasmania: g%cla World, Launceston; Horlzon M/C, Hobart; Victoria: Melboume Suzuki,

llip Russell M/C, Warmnarmbool: G.V. M/C, Sheppatton; Western Australia:-
MG 2315



VFR750 to the fleet as a back-up vehicle for
Wattsy.

Owr other five riders for '93’s Tour were
full-time AMCN staffers Sinkers Sinclair and
Dazza Flack, with Syme Mags coffee boy
Justin “Stretch’ Law and 1987 ring leader
Guy Allen joining yours truly for the ‘93
escapade,

QOur test team represented a wide cross-
section of riders with an even wider
experience base, meaning all the ‘subjective’
data Iogging wouldn’t be biassed by any
single riding style. (The individual
backgrounds of the test team can be found in
the Dingbat File on page 46.)

Tryinghto keep this lot in check was sure to
be one helluva challenge — all I could hope

Kick Boxer

Aitar spending around $A140m to devetop

the new generation Boxer you'd expect
BMW's latast to share little with its
predecassors — and you'd be corract.
The R1100RS doesn’t have a frame a$ such but
rather uses a combination of Telelever, front and
rear subframes and the bike's englne/

would be that my responsible law-abiding
par::e would act as a role model to the
others...

A SIMPLE PLAN

The f)lan was simple enough. Three of us
would leave Sydney on Thursday morning,
and meet the four from Melbourne at the
coastal holiday town of Tathra that
afternoon. From there we’d head inland
through southern New South Wales and loop
through the Snowy Mountains before
emerging on the northern fringes of Victoria's
high country on Friday evening. An evenin

at the famed Bridge Hotel at Jingellic woul
be be followed by a leisurely ride back to
Melbourne on the Saturday.

The plan immediately looked good when |
grabbed the ZZ-R for tKe delayed 11.00am
departure from Sydney. While Stretch
grappled with the ‘obese’ rear end of the
CBR due to its bulky optional panniers, | was
able to slip to the front of the traffic-light grid
without a second thought - or scraped
fenders, Normally the surprisingly nimble
Honda would have been the more
manceuverable in these urban
circumstances, but the optional factory
panniers slowed progress a tad. Of course it
did have benefits, as Stretch had plenty of
?ace for his luggage (and blow-up rubber

oli!), while | had to make do with only a

transmission/Paralever shaft-drive unit to keap the
whote plot tagether.

The most obvious component is the Telelever
front-end. In simple terms the Boxer's front
suspension Is made up of a set of steerable Yorks'
mounted to a longitudinal control arm which In tum
pivots off the engine’s crankcase and I controlled
by a centrally-located non-adjustable monashock.
With the engine a fully-stressed member, a cast
aluminlum sub-frame bolts to it to accommodate the
steering head and top mount for

56

the Telelaver shock.

Atthe rear a separate steel
subframe serves as a mourting
point for the top of the rear
monoshock, which in a departure
from previous Paralever set-ups
is mounted centrally.

The R11C0RS running gear
features K1100RS-sourced
three-spoke rims —a 3.50x 17
front and 4.50 x 18 rear — and
like most Austratian-dalivery
R11s the test machine was shod
with the excellent Bridgestone
Battlax BT50 radials. Brakes too
are also from the K11RS, right
down to the adjustable front
brake fever, but importantly the
R1100RS is the first of the BMW
range to use the new second-
genaration BMW ABS |l anti-lock
braking system. ABS 11 is more
compact and utilises three micro
computars to improve not only
stopping distances but also the
fael at the brake lever.

The R1100RS"s 1085¢¢ 99 x
70.5mm horizontally-opposed
Boxer twin Is all-new too and
produces around 50 percent

sports bag and some occy straps.

Dazza scored the heaviest bike in the
comparo for his Srdne‘y departure, and
muscling 300kg (fully fuelled but without
luggage) of GTS beef through Sydney’s traffic
was no easy task compared to the rest. With
the heaviest steering in the Eroup the big
Yammie is not at homie in this sort of going,
but once we hit the freeway towards
Campbelltown Dazza opened the injectors
and was off.

“Everyone travels at 130kmh and the cops
seem to turn a blind eye,” Daz assured me
fater. Ch yeah...

These ‘legal’ cruising speeds suited the silky
smooth GTS, which had a super-light throttle
and the best seating position of our
threesome, It'd be fair to suggest that the alt-
tech Yammie was at the ‘touring’ end of our
sextet, and closer to the ST1100 and
1000GTR in its market niche. If we'd stuck
on the multi-lane Hume Freeway it would
have been the pick of the bunch for the trip
to Melbourne — but we forked left for the
run past Wilton and on to Wollongong. And
the pace picked up.

IMPRESSIVE RESTRAINT

Despite the more open roads throttle restraint
remained impressive, me leading the way on
the ZZ-R, but Daz and Justin maintaining
station behind as we ate the kms at a steady

more power than the R100 range it will eventually
replace. |t features four-valves-per-cylinder, Bosch
Motranic slectronic fusl-injection ard engine
management, and a combination of airand oil
cooling, 1t utilises a K-series-sourced five-speed
ulearll)‘ox and cable-operated dry single-plate
clutch,

There's a clalmed 90ps at 7250rpm and 9.7kg-m
at 5500rpm, and In keeping with our dyno
axperience with BMWs these figures are pretly
¢lose to the measured mark — our still tight
R11RS reglstered B4ps at 7200rpm with torque
peaking at 9.4kg-m (68it-Ibs) at 5600 revs.

The R1100RS has some neat finishing touches
which should have been incorporated on Boxers
ten years ago — a sidestand that works, a 'real’
ignition kay, two-way stearing lock and easy to
use petrol capl Our fully-faired 811 also featured
the ergonomics kit (a $330 optlon on the half-
faired R1100RS) which offers a three-position
adjustable seat, adjustable bars and screen and of
course its excallent [ntagratad pannlers.

At a claimed 216kg dry (262kg measured), the
R1100RS sports a 1473mm wheelbase, rake of
24.1 degrees and trail of 111 mm,

The fully-faired R1100RS retafls for $19,550 —
Ingluding the standard ergonomics kit and digltal
Ridar informatlon Display — and is available Ina
cholce of threa hody colours (Marrakesh Red,
Turquisa Green Metallic and Pearl Sliver Metallic)
and thres seat choices. Like the K-serles, the Ri1s
are covered hy BMW's 12mth/unliirmited km
warranty. -

From the Motorcycle News archives: The
R1100RS was tested locally in Vol 43 No 3 and
agaln in full-fairing form in Vol 43 No 9. The
international release of the R11 back In January,
along with a full technical rundown, was detailed
in Vol 42 No 19.
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clip. Mmm, they’re a much better behaved
bunch than that ‘87 mob...

A bike swap at Dapto and we headed south
along the Pacific Highway for the magical
curves south of Kiama — and things began to
warm up. Comparo first-timer and ‘virginal’
AMOCN tester Stretch was now on the Zed,
his first taste of Kawasaki’s 147ps cruise
missile. He was like the proverbial spoiled
brat let loose in the toy shop...

Dazza was on the CBR, and in this sort of
§oi ng the traditional marketplace rivals were

ar more at home than the one-legged
Yammie, their relative nimbleness allowing
them to scamper through the twisties while |
wrestled with the GTS, '

The Yamaha rewards smooth riding rather
than aggressive line-changing, not oan
because it has the slowest steering of the
group, but also because it has the most
“instant’ throttle — and as a result drive-line
lash. Getting on and off the lightweight go-
grip on the GTS gives you more jerks than a
Police Academy flick. And please Yamaha,
put the full-power FZR1000 EXUP engine in
next year's GTS...

By now we were trr.ing to regain some of
the time lost due to the mid-morning start,
and after quickly juicing up at Milton |
straddled the CBR for the section to
Narooma. The Honda was one of the bikes
in our original ‘87 big-bore shootout, and it's

RADDical
Yammie
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a testimony to the original design that six
years down the track it can still hold its own
in this company. It feels more compact than
the ZZ-R, and offers a softer and more
comfortable ride at ‘legal’ speeds. But when

the pace hots up it's not as composed, as the
scraped fairing panels readily attest to...

A CHANGE OF HABIT

I'm personally not a great wrap for the DCBS
brakes either, as my racetrack background
makes me primarily a front-end braker —
and to get the best out of the new CBR you
have to use both levers. The need for a
different technique is no better illustrated
than on a comparo such as this, where on
five of the bikes | didn’t have to ‘think’ about
my braking, but on the CBR | needed a few
kms to adapt after swapping bikes. A bit like
those BMW indicators | guess.

Having said that, riders who use a lot more
rear brake than | and have the CBR as their
sole mount won’t have a problem.

The ZZ-R was in its element on these
coastal roads. Just when the others are
getting untidy, the Zed is only warming up,
with its firm suspension and rock solid
stability coming into their own as the pace
quickens, By now we were making good

T time, but the last stretch from Narooma to
Tathra is something else — and it only
seemed fair that | should be back aboard the

1 ZZ-R...

: That snaking ribbon of good quality

bitumen is one of the best on the coast, and
the long shadows as the sun lowered itself
behind the Great Divide made the 100km
blast through the rolling green dairy country
to Tathra one ride V'l always remember (and
we had a bloody lot of those on this trip!),

Judging by the poached-egg eyeballs of

Above: they've
even named a
town after him!
Right: the Tathra
Fisherman’s Club |,
boat ramp hosts ||
some strange ||
vessels,..

Stretch it’s a ride he won't forget in a hurry
either. I'm sure his first day as an AMCN
guest-tester is one he won't forget...

AIMING FOR CATHCART

While our threesome was heading south, the
Melbourne foursome were by now well into
their journey, having cleared the mornin§
showers which hampered their progress for
the first three hours.

Rather than follow the magical, sinewy (but
police-infested) Princes Highway from
Orbost all the way through to Bega, they
forked left at Cann River for the scenic strop
through the forests to Bombala. From there
the quartet cut across to Cathcart, where

POSTOFFICEICATHLAR !

-]
A A
a 1}-

homage was paid to the town with the same
name as the man with the world’s best job!

The little known road from Cathcart to
Candelo and on to Tathra is a biker’s
paradise, made all the more memorable
when our Melbourne contingent received a
police escort into town! Sinkers has still to
explain adequately the actual reason for the
escort.

Even more remarkable though was that the
two groups, which had started 1200km
apart, arrived within ten minutes of one
another — and the bullshit immediately
started...

The opening salvo came from the
Melbourne departees. It revolved around two

Full Range of Kawasaki
1993 models still available
from, cOSWAY MOTORCYCLES PTY LTD

384 Elizabeth Street,
Melbourne, Vic, 3000, Australia A.c.N. 005 974 096

G re: (03) 663 4565
ngag F:x:((og) 663 2589

—
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of the four bikes hidden in the local
schoolyard, and a far-fetched tale of
oncoming log trucks, evasive action and
broken fairing panels. Of course the lack of
abrasions, absence of tomn leather and dust-
free DriRiders didn’t make us at all
suspicious. {MS: but it got Wootton off the
dunny quick smart. You could hear the
frantic rustle of bog roll from the carpark!)
When that didn't work, the ‘ol’ my balls are
bigger than yours’ tales of daring do took
over. Whatever top speed someone claimed
to have done, Sinkers would immediately
claim to have gone at least 15kmh faster —
and around a corner to boot. By the time
he'd cranked out a supposed top whack of
305kmh on the R11 (up a hill over a blind
crest on the wrong side of the road while
swerving to miss a two-metre-long
wombat...), it seemed obvious to everyone
that adjournment to the Tathra Pub’s Ladies
Lounge for a few Porphory Pearls was in

order,
What ali this proved though was that riding

great motorcycles on great roads is bloody
enjoyable — and we still had ancther two
days to go. (By the way, if you want to read
the real exaggerated account of our activities,
then flick to page 98. Thank god everyone
knows Backfire is tongue in cheek!)

NOCTURNAL ACTIVITIES!

The Snowy Mountains Highway beckoned,
50 over an early breakfast in the pub lounge
the route was c};scussed Wattsy ﬂad already
been out scouting for some nearby photo
locations, so once Stretch returned from his

nocturnal activities with the Tathra wildlife
{he wasn’t doing too bad for a comparo first-
timer!) we descended on the nearby boat
ramp for some happy sna

Unfortunately John Ford, AMCN’s Tathra-
based freelance photographer, had heard of
our impending arrival and had disappeared
to Central Oz to ride camels. Remember last
year’s comparo — Ford had ‘crashed’ ex
Team Honda star Mick Cole’s CBX1000
while perfectly stationery, and then pulled a
hamstring trying to get out from under it
before we photographed him. No wonder

Trophy

ha smaliest machina (capaoity-wise) on this

iatest Molorcyele News faunt also cama from

‘the newsst force in the Australlan sport-
tourar market, Triumph.

The modl.'rir family of bikes has already
parnered a strong following and confounded the
‘skaptics with not only good on-read performance
but an excellent reiability record to hoot. With the
-company actively pursuing a policy of regular
' updates and constant ‘monitaring of quality
Improvement, there are & number of differences
readily apparent batwesn ‘our' 1883 model Trophy
800 and the first new-ganaratlon machines that
“tanded Down Under In garly 1982 (AMCN was the
first focal bike mag to test the Triumphs Down
' Under — inVoi 41 No 18, Jan 31, 1892).
| As well as simpler [Ivery and impraved paint

qualty, changes to such areas as screen and seat
_height, footpeg positioning, mirrors, and even thi

| statistic are; trail 10Smm, and wheglbase

addition of a dfgital clock set the latnst machine
apart. And Triumph's not finished et — the 1994 -

* Trophy will sport 17-Inch threa-spoke whesls

tront and rear and-four-piston front callpers.

A 88ps (claimad power at' 8000rpm) version of
the company's 885cc liguid-cooled, DOHC, four-
valve-per-cylinder, three-cylinder engine powers
the Trophy, with claimed torque paaldnu at
6000rpm with 8.4kg-m.

- As we found:from the DynoBIka dyno, ‘peak’is a

relative term with tha new Triumphs and the '

: Tmphy Is no exception, The bike's torque curve Is

quite flat with the measured maximum of8, Oloo-m
(58f-Ib) occuring around 6400rpm and over
 7.8kg-m (56it-Ib) avalabls from 5300rpm: thmugh
1o 8500rpm. Power at the rear wheeltops outat
'91pg at 9000rpm. Rediina I 9500rpm.

~ Along with the Tridents, Tiger, and Daytonas the
' Trophy shares tha sama hydraulic clutch, )
switchgear, etc as well as all the major
components under the skin, The range's 36mm
Mikun| carbs are retained as well as the six-spesd
gearbox, tubular igh-tansile steel spine frame
and extruded aluminium swingarm.

Every Triumph from the Daytona 1200 to me
Trident 750 shares the same head angle — 27
degrees. With its 43mm-diameter. non-adjustable |
Kayaba forks, and Tri-link preload and rebound
. damping ad]ustable monoshock, tha Trophy's vﬂal !
1490mm, =gt

' OurTrophy's mbbar was’ Dunlop 5 K455 series |
spart radials —a 120/70 front and 160/70 rear.

" The Brits lalm & dry waighit of 217k the

gl Trophy, but with a fill 251t of ga-juice our actual

wet figure topped out at 280kg,

- Triumph offars two colour choices for the 1994
Trophiys — Caspian Blua and British Racing
Green — with.the excellent Givi panniers available

| asanoption-for $850. At $14,980 the ‘94 Trophy

represants a $1000 increase over the '93 version,
it comas with Trlumph's twe-yearfuniimited:km

warraty. ol
i Ms !

From the Motamycfe Naws archives: The Trophy

- 90D was last tasted in Vol 41 No 21.

- o
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TOUR

he'd given preference to the caniels this
year...

Speaking of Mick Cole, the seven of us
descended on his Bega bike shop for some
minor maintenance to the K11, The Beemer
was weeping oil from its final-drive drainplug

. — nothing major, but worth fixing while we

had the opportunity. A new alloy washer,
and a yam over a cup of coffee, and we were
on our way —— next stop Brown Mountain.

Never has a stretch of bitumen been given
a more fitting name. The steep and twisty
climb from the coastal plains up to the
tablelands can quickly catch the unwary
with its tightening radius turns, bumpy
apexes, and rubber-necking 30kmh Volvo-
driving tourists on the wrong side of the road.
I reckon the quickest fang 1've had up there
was on a Cagiva Elefant a few years back,
which gives you some idea of what it’s like.
It given cause to more than one ‘brown
mountain’ in its time.

\

. e .
IR o e e T A

The pitstop to regroup at the bottom before
the ascent saw the keys shuffled, and before |
could blink Sinkers, Dazza and Allen had
scampered on the CBR, R11 and K11 (with
Stretch on the VFR), while Tony scored the
Z7-R — ‘cos he was the one with the most
restraint. That left Mr Sensible (Mark Davis),
and myself — he on the GTS and me on the
Triumph, the two least scratchable steeds in
the group.

HORSES FOR COURSES
It's not that the 900 can't be ridden hard, but
its lack of ‘grunt’ relative to the litre-plus
opposition means you have to play tunes
with the throttle grip far more aggressively.
The triple-cylinder engine is a gem, ar
apart from looking like it's carved from solid
alloy, it also delivers progressive power right
through the range. Where our ‘93-mode
Trophy lacked compared to the opposition
though was in the brake department, its two-




pot calipers up front not as powerful as the
four-spotters on the BMWs and ZZ-R, or the
six-spotter on the GTS and twin three-
spotters on the CBR. The ‘94 model will fix
that,

The Triumph also has the highest bars and
provides the most leverage, which is great
around town, but in fast going you're left
flapping around on the end of them a bit
more. And up Browr Mountain with the
worn OEM Dunlop 455 rear | was certainly
flapping...

We later tried a new set of Dunlop
Sportmax radials on the bike, along with
removal of the Givi pannier system, and the
manners improved appreciably. That
comment on the panniers also applies to the
CBR, as both bikes carry their panniers quite
hiﬁh to clear their upswept exhausts. And
when the going gets hectic, so the Trophy's
and the CBR’s normally relaxed demeanour
becomes a little ‘wobbly’.

The Beemers on the other hand don’t seem
to suffer as much, with their panniers
mounted lower and closer to the centreline.

Of course all this talk of bikes getting
squidgy is purely relative — the amazing
hi h-sﬁeerr competence of the ZZ-R1100 is
what the others were beginning to be
measured against, which in some ways was
a bit unfair, as its leve! of competence is just
so amazingly high.

There were only two bikes which never
gave a single shake of the bars over the
whole three-day trip — the GT5 and the ZZ-
R. Their stability was simply a class above
the others.

Incidentally, at the steady 100kmh top-gear
cruising speed we maintained for the
majority of the trip the ZZ-R only shows
3600rpm on its tacho — a mere one third of
its maximum rev capacity! The CBR has
approx 3750rpm on show, but is redlined
1000rpm sooner at 10,500rpm, while the

GTS chalks up around 3900/10,500,
K1100RS 3600/8500, R1100RS 3250/7500
and Triumph just over 4000/9500.

A NASTY SURPRISE

Yet ancther coffee stop, this time at
Nimmitabel, was followed by a stint on the
Kit, and it's simply a brilliant long-legged
tourer, It surprised all with its neutral
manners, and in particular surprised an
unsuspecting cattle farmer wending his way
innocently into town on his battered ol
CL250. Sorry mate, how was | to know you
didn’t have any mirrors — by the time the
seventh bike in the string flashed past |
reckon his heart was another 500m back
down the road and his dungarees were fair
burstin® at the seamns...

The K11 was only second to the ZZ-R in
this sort of going, and by the time we hit
Adaminaby for lunch it had shot up the
pecking order appreciably.




- TOUR
OF
DUTY

These roads across the rooftop of Australia
are nothing short of brilliant {as the photo on
pages 62 and 63 adequately shows!), and
the fun continued as | straddled the capable
and user-friendly Boxer for the Kiandra to,
Cabramurra stretch, Warm sunshine, blue

-skies, deserted roads, fantastic scenery and
six of the biggest and best motorcycles in
the world at our disposal.
- The Boxer was the bike I'd expected
before the comparo to be the star of the
show due to its all-round abilities, so | was
as surprised as anyone when the lower-
profile K11 began to win my heart instead.
Decisions, decisions...

Even a minor hiccup turned into a major
plus when the Cabramurra to Corryong road
was closed due to a recent dump of snow.
The mere thought of ail that ice brought out
the sweat beads on Watts’ forehead.

With seemingly a dead-end confronting us
we unfolded the map, stuck a pin in it, and
on Justin's recommendation took a little
used connecting road named Elliot Way.
Justin said that last time he’d used it there
were quite a few kms of reasonable dirt, but
for us it had been fully sealed, and was just
like a 50km racetrack. What a corker!

A BIT TOO MUCH AIR
Prior to heading off though we needed to
carry out a little more maintenance — and
the K11 was again the recipient. The rear
brake had ceased functioning (no lever
pressure) over the previous siretch with
Dazza on board, but some bleeding of the
ABS unit quickly solved the problem. There
was air in the system,

Sinkers {on the VFR)} and myself (GTS)
Eulled into Tumut 2 power station a few

ms up Elliot Way for what looked an ideal
photo session, even though our cameras
were on the other bikes. “There’s no need to
worry,” says |, “they’ll stop up the road and
come back when they see we’re missing.”

Fat chance, With Streich straddling the ZZ-
R, he wasn't stopping for anyone, and the

YOU CAN TEST RIDE THE BMW K1100RS, BMW R1100RS
AND YAMAHA GTS 1000 AT PROCYCLES HORNSBY
ON SATURDAY 6TH NOVEMBER. BOOK NOW
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Bl & with all of AMCN's mafor road tasts In the
'past 14 months we took our sextst of
sparts-tourers along to the Dynoblka

‘Dynojet dyno and put them through their paces,

Howevar, as the Dynoiet:sofiwara allows only.
thrae blkes to ba graphed-at the one time, it made

.sense to divida the six bikes Into two groups —

Japanese and Etrapean. Wa could than run)
another graph (torque and horsepower) plotting
the ‘winner' of each calsgory for compartive
purpages. ] -

As expected, the awesome ZZ-R dominatad the
Japanesa combatants, It was only below 4200rpm
that it got headed in tha torque department, and
then only by the GTS, and never by tha GBR. But

the Yamaha dropped appreclably from 6500rpm

onwartds though to il both the CBR and ZZ-R
substantially. .

It the horsepower stakes the ZZ-R wasn't
headed from 4208rpm onwards, end was gtilt
daveloping power after 11,000mpm when the
others:had wall and truly tafled off. To smphasise
the Incredlble forward urge of the big Kwaka, from
4000 to 9000rpm tha ZZ-R power curve Is
practically a progressively Increasing stralght linet

Just as the ZZ-R dominatss the Japanese
division, 50 the K11 dominates the Euros, both in
torque and horsepowar. Howaver, it does get
some spirited competition at the top end of the
gcale, a8 at 7800rpm when the fusl-injected
German four is about to sign off in the neddies
race tha thres-cylinder Brit keeps on going. It slips
by the four-pot brick and continues up ta its

TORQUE...

higher peak at-9500m. Realistically, on the road
it maans you've got about 1200rpm to play with
whara tha smaller-capacity Triumph will actually
outpower. the 260cc bigger German — but to do
that means very hard riding and plenty of revs.
Running the K11 and ZZ-R graphs together
ghows up soma surprses (although spacs.
precludes thalr inclusion hers). Up to 6100rpm
the K11 develops mora rear wheel horsepower
than the big Zed, but whereas tha Gierman will
algn off totally In anather 2000 revs, the ZZ-Ris

- only just warming up and will develop another

5000rpm of tyre-smoking power before eventually
fading at 11,500rpm.

In the torque department the K11 alsa outguns
tha Kwaka up to 6100rpm, but then the ZZ-R
quickly exceeds the K's maximum, and stays
above It for an additional 2500rpm. ;

Admittadly n the real world the Z2-R has fess
weight to carry, but the lesson is clear — below
B000rpm a K11 won't e overly embarrassed by
the King of the Road. Strange but trus... T

Note: spacial thanks to the guys at Dynoblka who
wers axcaptionally petient as wa ran our slx bikes
numerous maes on their Dynojst dyno, as well as

‘requasting enough printouts to wallpaper Gassit

HQ ten timas over! Maximum rear wheel
horsepower and torque figures for each bike can
be found In both the specs panels on pages 72-78
angd tf;s respactiva technical panefs on each
modal.

DO YOUR OWN BIG ROAD BIKE COMPARO
AT THE PROCYCLES TEST RIDE DAY

PROCYCLES

148 GEORGE STREET HORNSBY NSW 2077
TEL: (02) 477 5422

FAX: {02) 476 3534
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Second
thoughts...

ver had a near-death experlance? Soma clalm
this Invoives leaving your body and floating off,
| | actually sesing your hody from B distance.
Crap | say. Try thres days on six big-bore sports-
| tourere chasing et other reprobates across the
| Victoran an New South Welsh countryside. You
couldn't get miich-nearer.
| [tatruly & testament to the dynamics of thesa bikes
that wa'ra all here to tell tha story. In fact they're all
such good bikes that any cholce has to be completely
sublactive.
1f my malnalm was to try to kesp up with tha other
| responsihle road-test staff |'d. take the ZZ-R. It's fast
and [t steers,
~ But | don'i cara If they'rs faster than me so the
ofter1100RS is my pick: it's still. planty quick, i
carries my gaar and a piffion comfortably, and has the
| added securty of ABS which sults a bunny like me
just fine.
Tony Watts

« Forthis comparo firet timer, truth be told | waslike a
| kid inToy World. But [iks il toys, you soon find your
| favorites.
! I'm no mechanical or technologlca! wiz— 1 just Hke
jumping on, taking off and leaving the fiddly bits to
tha profassionals. From that polnt of view | was a
| wrap for the GBR. Lotsa grunt and sure-footedness In

tha twistles enhanced our love effalr, and, buggar me,
| it was Just & pleasure to rice on both the open road
| and congestad Melbourng streets,

Tha others, from the top totha battors of tha toy

| box, go: Z2-R1100— Yesseaazarrrgggghhhl| Sheer
| axtilaratior, but whera tha hell can you rida it legally

and stilkhavs fun; K1100RS — touring luxury with all
the mod-cons; GTS1000 — compares with the K for
touring comfort, buta bit of an effort to stesrand not
85 much ‘Tee!' from the front tyre; R1100RS —

| comfortabla, looks great, although the clistch and gear

much in isolation, but it can mean a lot in
how a bike shapes up compared to its peers.
Our test bikes were used mainly for fast
touring over fong distances — as that's what
they were designed for. If you want a bike
for daily city commuting, don’t buy a big-
bore sports tourer — it would be wasted.

SO WHAT WINS?

Having said that, the choice open to new-
bike buyers these days is amazing. There
wasn't a ‘bad’ bike in the six, and each was
slgecialised in its own way. At one end of
the spectrum is the high-tech, alt-tech

opsaration had me In a few stratts; Trophy — Just didn't
hit it off with the Triumph, despite its upright seating
position and great powarplant.

For this rookias money, and there ain't much of that,
the CBR offered all of the above in an affordabls, user-
frisndly package — but, shit the ZZ-R was fun.

Justin Law

Six blkes to choosa from is a smorgashord in anyong's
termes, and especially so cansidering that they are all so
different — but In my mind the ZZ-R stands out from
the crowd.

Two of the other fiva are mara famlliar machines -
the Boxer and the CBR -— and ones that | have a soft
spot for. BMW has transtormed the Boxer with the new
glght-valve, semi-overhead-camshatt englne, and the
CBR is simply as good as 1 always was —a solid all-
round road bike that is much under-rated.

Tha R11 ls no fire-breathing monster, but it surprised
more than me alone with its spirited parformance. The
CBR has nofrllis, no great pratentions, hut Is just a
competent design that offers reliabla, safe and
comfortable riding.

But for ma it has 1o be the ZZ-R. !t Is a rare bile
Indeed, especially at 16,600, that does so many things
80 very competently et stirs the sout 8o much, The ZZ-
R proved ftself to be a parfectly passable commutar and
tourer, and it chviously ottshone the other five by a
long stretch as & sports bika. Despita serious
misgivings, | was won over from tha vary first ride.

Meark Davis

Six Big Bores could ba construed as half-a-tdozen blow-
hards getting pissed at the local, but thesa bikes could
hardly be consldered dul.

A short squirt a few months back on the R11-had ma
thinking it would possibly upstaga the others, but that
wasn't the casa. Having said that, It's a vary compstent
bika with loads of grunt and lots of features — but with
such a big asking price, you'd expect It 1o,

The high-speed handling of the K11 was a surprise,
hut its long gait and bulk were evident around town. Cn
smuooth open roads though, the K was the one | enjoyed
the most.

{yeckon the GTS (s the smoothest and most stabla
touring motorcycle on the market. Give it half a chance,

GT51000 — the Super sports-tourer of the
group. Then there’s the value-for-money
CBR, the cheapest of the group at $13,299
and some $1700 under the next cheapest,
the Trophy.

But which bike wins? After dissecting each
bike’s pros and cons, and using them in all
manner of situations, each rider was asked
two simple questions. Which bike would

ou buy if it was your money, and which
Z;ike would you choose if somepne else was
paying? All things being equal that should
mean we‘shoulg end up with the ‘best’
choice and also the ‘best value’ choice.

and it's not a bad scratcher either, Technology & a big
prica though.

The Trophy and the CBR are the ali-roundars of the
lat, and they were In many ways tha most user-friendiy
of the lot, especkally around town.

Then there’s the ZZ-R, that most of us thought was
just along for the rida but ended up edging out tha
oppasition In just about every department without even
breaking into stride. Surs, the seat’s firm, but only in
comparison with the other five mobile lounge-chalrs.

For mine, it’s gotta be the Kawasakl. To see an
‘outsider’ ottgun such a bavy of high-quality touring
motercycles without really irying sayz it all.

Darry! Flack

All this talk of near-taath, of rape and pillage, etc,
gtc...why, anybody would think we're Irresponsible, anti-
social mongols laying waste the countryside!

In teuth, tha so-called thrash over Australia’s roof-top
was nothing more than a sedate jaunt in the company of
some fine upstanding individuals and of course some
fine machinery,

Thera were faults...the Kawasald is manifestly
underpowered, the Honda Is too narrow focussed and
the BMWs' fit and finish befit thelr budget hlaster statug,
of coursa the Triumph s typically English and the
(3T51000 harks from an sarlier age, when bikes were
simpler.

For ma the highliphts of the trip ware the fine
axamples of rare alpina fauna and fiora | was abla to
catalogue as we idied along the Snowy Mountaln
Highway. And of coursa there was tha time spant
gxamining the pattery, tatting and various other
handlcrafts of the picluresque towns wa passad.

That's what Motorcycle News comparos ar reafly
about. Those two-whesled conveyances take &
secondary role...

Dops, | must go now, the men in the whita coats have
come with my new buckle-up-at-the-back leathers and

Z-R..
Mike Sinclalr

If I'm spending around 15K upwards on & sparts-tourer
matorcycls, then it has to ba something special, If |
wart good weather protection, comfort, luggage
carrying ability, minima¥ running costs and all-round

TOM BYRNE

MOTORCYCLES

34 WENTWORTH AVE,SYDNEY 2000
PHONE: 264 5157 FAX 264 5872

and satisfied customers.

1o show you,

5% An extensive parts dept with an Australia wide credit card and COD backup.
¥ Qur service dept knowledge and expertise Is weli known.

& We invite you to become one of our valued customers,

¥ When you're ready just call.

1 With 45 years of experience.we have a reputation for iop deals, best prices
&% We have the best display of new and used BMW and TRIUMPH
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eing big-ticket, upmarket

motorcycles ensures that our six

big-bores have many of the befls
and whisties that one would expect —

some more than others. Here's a look at
the short 'n curlies...

Four of the bikes have quartz-crystal
clocks — the CBR1000 and the ZZ-
11100 being the exception. All but the
CBR1000 have ignition cut-out side-
stands. The BMWs won't allow you start
the bike on the side-stand but the
GTS1009, ZZ-R1100 and Trophy will, untit
you try to mave off.

Speaking of side-stands, the ZZ-R's and
CBR's were the most ‘toe-accessible’ and
the easiest to use, the Ki1’s was the
sturdigst, while the R11's shorter 'leg-
extender’ compared to eartier Boxers
made for a h-u-g-e improvement. The
others were no bother except for the
GTS's ‘toe-taty’ that became an ‘ankle-tab’
when wearing boots. There was mixed
opinion on the best centre-stand, most
preferring the R11, foliowed by the K11
and then equal thind to the ZZ-R and GTS.

Five of the bikes feature 2 fuel gauge,
except the Trophy — aithough it has a
fuel wamning light and a reserve switch. Alf
the other bikes feature fuel warming lights
as well as a gauge, with the ZZ-R and CBR
the only other bikes providing a reserve
switch.

With its large 26-litre tank the Trophy
was a line-ball winner in the topping-up
stakes, while the GTS took the longest to
fill with its restricted unleaded orifice and
spring-loaded filler vaive, To put it bluntty,
it weis 2 pain in the arse.

The GTS1000 is the only one of the six
withaut a manual choke, white the two
other fuel-injected bikes have the
traditional BMW two-stage start/choke
set-ups.

The ZZ-R and the Trophy were the only

bikes to sport four-way adjustable levers
for both the ¢lutch and brake, while the

66

TOUR

fivesome disappeared in the direction of
Tumbarumba, leaving Sinkers and | to chew
the fat for three quarters of an hour in the
vain hope they’d return,

When we realised the only way we'd get a
piccy was to draw it by hand with a bumnt
charcoal stick, we fired up our beasts and
gave chase. Boy, was | furious — |

mistakenly thought | was supposed to be the
one leading the way and the head honcho
of this little soiree. Instead | had some long
streak of pelican poop on his first-ever
AMCN comparo taking the reins. By the

time Sinkers and | caught up with them
50km later | was still steamin’...
Still, it was a bloody enjoyable 50km ride,

PROS AND CONS...

others have adjustalle brake levers only.
The BMWs along with the GTS shared the
longest-throw at the clutch lever, while the
other three were fing ball, The CBR had
the fightest clutch, followed closely by the
ZZ-R and then the GTS.

The K1100RS is the only one of the six to
have a hinged seat, but it was just as
difficult to remount and lock as the others,
The K also has a helmet lock integrated
into the seat lock (as does the CBR} but it
left us wondering how you could possibly
thread a D-ring around the latch, among
the BVW's bodywork and pannier
brackets. Both the R1100R and Triumph
come with two heimet hooks under the
seat, while the GTS is the only one of the
six that doesn't have a helmet fock — it
does however have provision to carry a D-
lock.

The Beemers have the most
comprehensive owner's manuals and
tool kits, although we couldn't find a
11mm spanner in the pouch to bleed the
rear Brembo on the K11 after it lost pedal
pressure.

‘The switchgear on all the bikes Is top-
notch, although the BMWs’ left-side/right-
side/press-to-cancel indicators were
subject to much debate, One valid point
raised over one of many cappucino
debriefing sessions is that activating the
right indicator normally coincides with
going up/down a gear and/or braking.
This means you have to keep your thumb
from rolling with the twist-grip in order hit
the switch cleanly; not an easy ask.

The ergo-kitted R1100 was a clear level
above the others by virtue of its three-
stage height-adjustable seat, handlebars
and manually adjustable screen. it was the
only bike which could be tailored to the
range of dimensions on tour, from the
diminutive Sinkers {well in height anyway)
10 192cm Guy Allen.

Having said that, the most universally
favoured seating position was the K11,
followed by the GTS and R11. The

preferred seats were the K11's, followed
by the CBR and then the GTS/R11.

For 'fastish’ spor-touring the K11 has the
best fairing, followed by the ZZ-R, CBR
and R11. The GTS causes annoying wind
turbulence right at helmet level at these
speeds, while the aforementioned three
direct the blast at shoulder level (or
below), and excessive wind roar is
avoided. At 'legal’ speeds all six bikes offer
good pratection, although a rider’s height
will directly affect helmet roar.

Ease of suspension adjustability goes to
the rear units on the CBR and the BMWSs,
as well as the Yamaha's RADD front-end.
The GTS along with the ZZ-R score the
least points for their next-to-impossible-to-
alter rear preload set-ups.

Lubricating the chain was easiest on the
(TS due to the easy access offered by the
single-sided right muffler, altthough
someone said the BMWs were even
easier...

The layouts of all the instrament clusters
were deemed pretty good. Gripes? The
GTS's clock and its odometer are
obscured by the clutch and front brake
master cyfindars, while the
Instrumentation on the R11 is spread out
perhaps a littie too much with the addition
of the Rider Information Display. Many
riders said the Yamaha's idict lights lacked
intensity in sunlight, while no-one sesmed
too bothered by the Trophy’s odd-man-
out left-side tacho.

The GTS, Triumph and K1100 all feature
hazard lights, and the GTS and the ZZ-R
were the ony bikes with two trip meters
— the ZZ-R sporting a single twist-and-
turm reset button for both dials. The Yam
and the Kwak are also the only ones that
offer lockable glove compartments.

The mirrgrs on the Trophy and the K11
were voted the worst — the wider bars
fitted to the K11 means a great view of
your own hands. The R11 and ZZ-R dead-
heated for top spot with great vision and
clarity.

Hom-wise, the Beemers win hands-down

(the K's the best) while the horn on the
GTS is barely louder than the honker ona
XL185.

The pannlers on the R are without doubt
the easiest to use. A close second was the
Trumph with its excellent guick-release
Givi system, then came the K11 and the
CBR. Qur test GTS didn't have the optional
pannier kit, while the ZZ-R was the only
bike in the group not to offer that option.

The R, like the K and the Trophy, doesn't
have flip-out occy-strap hooks like the
CBR and the ZZ-R. The GTS has four
eyelets cut into the integrated grab-rail that
work quite well. With the other three bikes,
you're lpoking for pillion-peg/pannier
brackets to hook onto, although the
Triumph has some solid loops under the
rear indicators.

Headlights? The Trophy has an above-
average low-beam with good cut-off, while
the GTS was only a tad behind, though it
has an excellent high-beam. The
performance of the adjustable lamp on the
K11 and R11 are top notch and in-line
with their price tags (on both beams),
while the ZZ-R will eventually out run its
average high beam — aithough low beam
is quite good. St it didn't stop KW from
getting to Albury via the backroads in
record time one evening..,

While we couldn't find any pillion
passengers daft enough to accompany us
an the three-day comparo (Ed: we're
interested in receiving applications from
Claudia Schiffer lookalikes for our next one
though...) there was still some serious
pillion-testing when we retumed fo home
hase. General consensus placed the 811
at the top of the pife, followed by the Ki1.
The Beemers were a class above the
others.

BMW is unique among Australian bike
distributors in offering in-house finance to
BMW purchasers, According to BMW
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Finance, its personal finance packages
offer 24-hour approval and no deposit for
approved customers as well as flexible
loan periods (36, 48 and 60 months) and
low interest charges. That can sometimes
make the difference in finding the extra
dollars to stretch to the more expensive
Besmers. Yamaha also offers finance
packages to its customers through its
dealers via established finance company,
Aveo.

The ZZ-R got the nod for the best finish,
with deep and lustrous paintwork and
superb alloy welds. The Ram-air ZZ-R is a
far cry from the original 1990 version —
and so it should be at $4300 dearer! The
GTS also cozed with quality alloy, but was
a little ‘plasticky’ from the rider’s perch.
Then came the R and the K Beemers, with
the CBR suffering from too much plastic
and the Trophy’s magnificent alloy engine
(sculpture?) and top-notch paintwork
overshadowed by cheap Inoking fairing
brackets, inner fairing panels and screws.
The Triumph's plastic inner fairing panels
gather dirt and durst in their ‘rippled’
surfaca too easily.

Running 2 tape measure over the bikes
revealed soma interesting figures. The
distance between seat and footpeg gave
the K11 the nod for the most fegroom
with 490mm, followed by the Triumph
with 460mm, and surprisingly the other
four all equal at 440mm (with the R's
adjustable seat in the middle position).

The K had the tallest seat heigli at
820mm, while the GTS had the lowest ata
commendable 760mm. The R11 was
780mm {middie position again} while the
other three came in at 790mm aplece.

When it came to the strefch to the bars
from where the ‘hole” of your body resides
on the seat the ZZ-R required 700mm, the
CBR 620mm, the GTS 600mm, the
Trophy 580mm, the R11 570mm {middie

setting for the adjustable bars) and the
K11 a short 550mm.

At 940mm the ZZ-R's bars are the closest
to temra firma, while the ‘ape hangers’ on
the Trumpy are 1030mm above the
ground. That makes the Trophy better
around town and in traffic, but makes for
more buffeting at high speed.

When we weighed the six bikes cemplete
with full tanks {but without pannlers) on
the electronic scales they all showed a rear
weight bias. For the record, the figures in
order from lightest to heaviest were CBR
259kg (123A136), R11 262kg {128/134),
Trophy 280kg (124/156), ZZ-R 283k
(128/155), K11 288kg (129/159), and
GTS 300kg (142/158).

The GTS had the smoothest engine,
foltowed by the ZZ-R, CBR and Triumph.
Both the ZZ-R and Triumph added plenty
of subjective ‘rawness' to their sound and
feel as well — an important aspect in a
$15,000 motorcycle.

The ZZ-R's brakes are a level above the
others in both feel and power in fast
sports-louring mode. Next came the ABS
Il equipped R11, then the K11 and CBR.
The GTS was hampered by tts heavier
weight, while the 93 Trophy had to battle
on with ‘only’ two-piston calipers up front.
A set of four-pot Nissins on the upcoming
'94 model will lift it into the same league
asthe others. Arotnd town the Triurph's
relative lack of power wasn't a concem.

Steering preciseness went naturally
enough in favour of the most sporting of
the sextet, the ZZ-R. Then foliowed by the
K11, CBR, R11, Trophy and lastly the
GTS. The ZZ-R's accuracy wasn't
compromised by instability though, with
both the Kawasaki and the GTS being the
most stable at wamp speeds over warped
Toads...

OF
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CTHAT'S BECAUSE BMW
STARTED, BY THINKING
ABOUT THE RIDER”

The wEw BN Boxrep AT Morsan & WACKER

The new R1100 RS is the first production
motorcycle to offer adjustable ergonomic features.
The handlebars, seat and windscreen are all
adaptable to suit the physical characteristics of every
rider.

At 7250 rpm the R1100 RS Boxer develops 80 bhp
{50% more than the previous model).

A revolutionary, new front suspension - BMW
Telelever complements the unique Paralever rear
suspension. It prevents dipping under hard braking
and gives even better stability and handling.

ABS Il, an advanced new system, responds faster
than conventional anti-lock brakes stopping you
quickly and safely.

The new BMW Boxer is quicker,
safer, even better handling, and
a perfect fit.

The new BMW Boxer.

Come and try one for size,

at Morgan & Wacker

Morgan & Wacker
54 Ross Street Newstead 4005
Phone: (07) 252 5691

LMCT 49004
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Second
thoughts...

ver had a near-death experience? Some claim
this Involves leaving your body and floating off,
actually seeing your hody from a distance,

Crap 1 say. Try three days on six big-bore sports-
tourers chasing six other reprobates across the
Victorian and New South Welsh countryside. You
couldn't get much nearer.

It's truty a testament to the dynamics of these bikes
that we'ra alf here to tell the story. In fact they're all
such goad bikes that any choice has to be completely
subjective.

If my main aim was to try to keep up with the other
responsible road-test staff I'd take the ZZ-R. It's fast
and it stears.

But | don't care if they're faster than me so the
softer K1100RS is my pick: It's still plenty quick, it
carries my gear and a piffion comfortably, and has the
added security of ABS which suits a bunny like me
just fine.

Tony Watls

For this comparo first timer, truth be told | was like a
kid in Toy World. But like alf toys, you scon find your
favorites, .

I'm no mechanical or technological wiz— | just like
jumping on, taking off and leaving the fiddly bits to
the professionals. From that point of view | was a
wrap for the CBR. Lotsa grunt and sure-fooledness in
the twisties enhanced olr love affair, and, bugger me,
it was just a pleasure to ride on both the open road
and congested Melbourne streets.

The others, from the top tothe bottom of the toy
box, go: ZZ-R1100 — Yeeeeaaaarrrrggoghhh!! Sheer
exhilaration, but where the hell can you ride it legally
and still have fun; K1100RS — touring luxury with all
the mod-cons; GTS1000 — compares with the K for
touring comfort, but a bit of an effort to steer and not
as much ‘feel’ from the front tyre; R110088 —
comfortable, locks great, although the clutch and gear

much in isclation, but it can mean a lot in
how a bike shapes up compared to its peers.
Our test bikes were used mainly for fast
touring over long distances — as that’s what
they were designed for. If you wart a bike
for daily city commuting, don’t buy a big-
bore sports tourer — it would be wasted.

50 WHAT WINS?

Having said that, the choice open to new-
bike buyers these days is amazing. There
wasn’t a ‘bad’ bike in the six, and each was
specialised in its own way. At one end of
the spectrum is the high-tech, alt-tech

operation had me in a few straits; Trophy — just didn't
hit it off with the Triurnph, despite its upright seating
position and great powerplant.

For this reokie's money, and there ain't much of that,
the CBR offered all of the above in an affordable, user-
friendly package -~ but, shit the ZZ-R was fun.

Justin Law

Six bikes to choese from is a smorgasbord in anyone’s
terms, and especially so considering that they are all so
different — but in my mind the ZZ-R stands out from
the crowd.

Two of the other five are more familiar machines ——
the Boxer and the CBR —- and ones that | have a soft
spot for. BMW has transformed the Boxer with the new
eight-valve, semi-overhead-camshaft engine, and the
CBR is simply as good as it always was — a solid all-
round road bike that is much under-rated.

The R11 is no fire-breathing monster, but it surprised
more than me alone with its spirited performance. The
CBR has no frills, no great pretentions, but is justa
competent design that offers reliable, safe and
comfartable riding.

But for me it has to be the ZZ-R. Itis a rare bike
indeed, especially at $15,500, that does so many things
50 very competently yet stirs the soul so much. The ZZ-
R proved itself to be a perfectly passable commuter and
tourer, and it obviously outshone the other five by a
long stretch as a sports bike. Despite serious
misgivings, | was won over from the very first ride.

Mark Davis

Six Big Bores could be construed as half-a-dozen blow-
hards getting pissed at the local, but these bikes could
hardly be considered dull.

A short squirt a few months back on the R11 had me
thinking it would possibly upstage the others, but that
wasn't the case. Having said that, it's a very competent
bike with loads of grunt and lots of features — but with
such a big asking price, you'd expect it to

The high-speed handling of the K11 was a surprise,
but its long gait and bulk were evident around town. On
smootf open roads though, the K was the one | enjoyed
the most.

I reckon the GTS Is the smoothest and most stable
touring motorcycle on the market. Give it half a chance,

GTS1000 — the Super sports-tourer of the
group. Then there's the value-for-money
CBR, the cheapest of the group at $13,299
and some $1700 under the next cheapest,
the Trophy.

But which bike wins? After dissecting each
bike’s pros and cons, and using them in all
manner of situations, each rider was asked
two simple questions. Which bike would
Eou buy if it was your money, and which

ike would you choose if someone else was
paying? All things being equal that should
mean we should end up with the ‘best’
choice and also the ‘best value’ choice.

and it's not a bad scratcher either. Technology at a big
price though,

The Trophy and the CBR are the afl-rounders of the
iot, and they were in many ways the most user-friendly
of the lot, especially around town.

Then there's the ZZ-R, that most of us thought was
just along for the ride but ended up edging out the
opposition in just about every department without even
breaking into stride. Sure, the seat's firm, but only in
comparison with the other five mobile lounge-chairs.

For mine, it's gotta be the Kawasaki. To seg an
‘outsider’ outgun such a bevy of high-quality touring
motorcycles without really trying says it all.

Darry! Flack

All this talk of near-death, of rape and pillage, eic,
ete...why, anybody would think we're irresponsible, anti-
sacial mongols laying waste the countryside!

In truth, the so-called thrash over Australia's roof-top
was nothing more than a sedate jaunt in the company of
some fine upstanding individuals and of course some
fine machinery.

There were faults...the Kawasaki is manifestly
underpowered, the Hondz is too narrow focussed and
the BMWSs' fit and finish befit their budget blaster status,
of course the Triumph is typically English and the
GTS1000 harks from an earlier age, when bikes were
simpler.

For me the highlights of the trip were the fine
examples of rare alpine fauna and flora | was able o
catalogue as we idled along the Snowy Mountain
Highway. And of course there was the time spent
examining the pottery, tatting and various other
handicrafts of the picturesque towns we passed.

That's what Motorcyele News comparos are really
about. Those two-wheeled conveyances take a
secondary role...

Oops, | must go now, the men in the white coats have
come with my new buckle-up-at-the-back leathers and

ZZR..
Mike Sincialr

If I'm spending around 15K upwards on a sports-tourer
maotorcycle, then it has to be something special. I |
wanit good weather protection, comfort, luggage
carrying ability, minimal running costs and all-round

34 WENTWORTH AVE,SYDNEY 2000
PHONE: 264 5157 FAX 264 5872

TOM BYRNE

MOTORCYCLES

and satisfied customers,

1o show you.

IF An extensive parts dept with an Australia wide credit card and COD backup,
5 Qur service dept knowledge and expertise Is well known,

¥ We invite you to become one of our valued customers.

i When you’re ready just call.

&5 With 45 years of experience we have a reputation for top deals, best prices

@& We have the best display of new and used BMW and TRIUMPH
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Points were awarded to each bike
dependent on where it fell in each rider’s
ranking, For example a number one ranking
scored six points, while last place scored
one point. With seven testers voting, the
maximum any single bike could get would
be 42pts — and that could only happen if
all seven judges picked it at nurber one.

In the “What would you buy” category
which would involve the participants
actually handing over their own hard-
earned shekels the $15,500 ZZ-R was the
top choice with 40pts to the $13,299 CBR
with 34. Then came the $20,500 K1100RS

- practicallty then god dammit, I'd be better off with a
i second-hand car — and what's more I'd have change
I Iaft over,
No, if | want a bike worth that much money thenit
has to ba mare than just a practical mode of travel —
] 1t as to make my ride memorabie. Ithas to leave me
. with a smile on my face and a warm Inner glow at the
end of the ride. j
Aifter two weaks of multii-purposs usage and three
days of high-country hootin', all of the steads made
me smite, bt two blkes stick out in my memory calls
for their competenca and high-spesd touring ability
-— tha K11 and the ZZ-R. But one of them lett a
bigger simile on my dial than the other,
And just to be sure my smile wasn't a faisey | tock
the ZZ-R back to Sydney In the middle of tha recant
hotrific Victorian fioods. The detoured night-time
bfast to Albury via Murchison, Mocroopna,
Nururkah, Cobrarn, Yararawonga and Corowawas
accomplished with the Army, SES and police outin |
force and the ZZ's headlight spread glstening off the
flooded countryside. -
That 400km zap to Albury has been my most
memorable road ride ever — and I'm stifl smiling so
mmuch my jaw hurts, That makes 16K feraZZ-Ra
bargain. Wrap it up, Il take t. i .
' Ken Wootton

Departure time from the Bridge Hotel at
Jingeliic after the bikes copped an early
morning scrub.

on 27pts, the $19,550 R1100RS with 24pts,
the $14,990 Trophy on 12pts and the
$22,687 GTS with 10pts. Incidentally, the
ZZ-R scored five first choices, and the CBR
two,

In the “What would you have” category
the ZZ-R top scored again with 38pts, just
edging out the K11 with 37pts. Then
followed the R11 with 24pts, the CBR with
23pts, the GTS with 15pts and the Triumph
with 10pts. However, this time the ZZ-R
dicin’t get the most first votes, with the
$5000-dearer K11 picking up four first

If | evar gst drunk enough to spend anywhare naar
this much money on a motorcycle, or rich enough to
got that drunk, the Zed Is tha only cholce.

Dammitt when you're farking over that much dough,
with tha joyous prospect of $500 tyre bills, you have
every right to expact brute horsapower, accelaration
measured in nanoseconds and...wel, all that stuff.

Mothing else handled as wall, or was as quick,
Despits the bast efforts of a seat padded by BHE, the
Ze8 Zeg Top Was alimost comfortable,

1 have o say the R Bimmer also won my heart,
aven though the front-and sesmed to be spaaking a
forelgn languags, while the K11 and the CBR fefla
{ittle In my estimation when fined up againstthe

Kawasaki.
Ho hum, it's probably a decision Vll never have to

exception picked it as their second
preference.

I guess | entered the comparo thinking the
ZZ-R would be too narrow-focussed to
achieve such success, but it surprised not
only me but everyone else — including
those who'd never before ridden one (Flack,
Davis, Watts and Law). It and the K1100RS
were the two star performers, while the CBR
represents excellent value for money.

The one thing the comparo did prove
though was that motorcycles are for
enjoyment, and the six we had at our
disposal provided that in droves. Every
single one of them left a smile on our faces
— it's just that the ZZ-R left one like Luna

maka. Pity. : preferences to the ZZ-R’s three. Park...
i Guy Allen However, in the case of the ZZ-R those Ken Wootton
ik _ - who didn‘t choose it in position one without Photos: Tony Watts
l ANBERRA
O TORCYCLE “ @ YOU'VE JUST READ ABOUT THE BEST SO RING
CENTRE AND MAKE AN APPOINTMENT FOR A TEST RIDE

ZZR1100

¢ LIMITED NUMBER OF 93 MODELS, SAVE $800
¢ DEMO WEEKEND NOV 6th, NOV 7th

CNR ISA AND NEWCASTLE STREETS, FYSHWICK ACT PH: (06) 280 4491
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BMW K1100RS

ENGINE ‘
Engine typem;....l.ongmﬂnalry-moumed inling

DOHC, four-siroke
Bore X siroke 70.6 % 70mm
g 1092cc
Ratio 11:1
g‘bmrﬂ
Y S Bosch Motronic

TRANSMISSION

X Five-spoad
%MW ool
Final drive drysingler

CHASSIS AND RUNNING GEAR

FrONYIear tyred. . uenscas "
120/70 ZR17
Front brake........ TWin 305mm
Rear braks.....Single 285rmm diam
piston Brembo

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES
Dry wel ?la!mnd)

g%ﬂl ht {clalmed)

Fuel capacity .

PERFORMANCE
e o o

Maximum -
Maximum moasired).

torcus 1
Fuel consul pﬂone('igerage U | X

MISCELLANEOUS
. TESt DIKS SUPPISE BY..corv sl
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BMW R1100RS

ENGINE
E\glnetypo................Hoﬁgﬂomal -9 four-stroke
Bore x stroke . 9'9:: :
\Gaace
regsion Ratio 10.7:1
Motronic

&mm,“n-,“mmm\b

TRANSMISSION
E?u'ihwfmi,.mueqmed m&%

Final drive
CHASSIS AND RUNNING GEAR
Frame tYP8......cueemsers .Chilkcast alloy head-stock

R
"""""" I cafers ang ABS I

fou Brambo
Rear brake ,Em" 285mm @ﬁ:iedwdac Angﬂl'll

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES

Dry wel claimead) %}gg
Wet %nmwvd)....”

Fuel capac ’ 23

PERFORMANCE

Maximum

Hargdlebar. e $108.95
FOMUTRRE INGIGATON ;¢ csecrrespesermsrsate 85 %.w
Front mudjuard and slider (primed)... " %
Brake/GilRch IOVerS v [ 506, 707$38.60
eomm; .£41.00

com ] .60
rom?mha O e e 155.30
pads (full set) i, B

Honda CBR1000F

EIGIE Inine four-cyindar, liguid-
Endmtypa...n ofnger

Bore x stroke o 77 x 63.6mm
%‘hw“” D o oo
o glractmbadvanee

CUDUIBION ..o rrrsnrenidh X KRN 370 VE
system ae%%

system s el A gk slmp

CHASSIS AND RUNNING GEAR A
engine as stressed marmber
Rake 27 degn
Trall h]
Front suspansion.....41mm air-assisted . '
" elascopic fork, 130mm axiatravel |
ad monoshock. 116mm travel -
Frontrear A cast afoy,
(@ 360x17 6.50 x 17 rear
Frontrear tyres (8% 185%0d) ureuweemd ﬁmﬁ“ ‘_’_F‘ETECO17
front 170/60 ZR17 rear
Front brake...... Dual 296mm steal diacs with CBS
ROar BIEKE...cooren SHIGD e o i s
three-piston callper
DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES .
Dry ¢! 2a8ky

m taimed)

Wet

g?lathelsmgdalmdm}m o
Fuel
mmumpower claimed)...
Mmﬂm"%mnmﬁtmma%. s.

Maximum spead .-240kmh

SERVICE AND CRASH GUIDE
Oil fitter. I 52240
Alrfilter ' oD | 1228
[T T o —. -] I
[1]

ht sida faNring (COMPIEto).....crmmemmraim o
P :fu:m : sféiilius?%‘ﬁ
Front/rear Im‘amr et
Front mudguard 31%.69
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Kawasaki
ENGINE

Z1I-R1 'IOOD

LAY P e omecescerrisiassasrasonst {néna four:
| Englne type. noﬁi’:im

| Bore x stroka

7abx5&0mm

Ratio

Snerdbenpassnstn

n.AxKeﬁ'!nCVK

mm

RS - F) | -]

o1

'I'rlumph Trophy 900

'Yamaha GTS1000A

EHGII'IE .
L Engine wpe..............................lnﬂrle h%
Bore x siroke 76.5::1 |

002G
10.8:1

Bl
B mmaimiorts

Fransiionsed
e T L

TRANSMISSION
mmmmm. .Sbo-spead. constant meah
i TR
| CHASSIS AND RUNNING GEAR
Frame type..........Fabricated wm
perimetat frame wﬂh o 40 .
Teah Kb
From 43mm diameter. lom
preioad and four-wvay Ll |
Rear wspemlon reresmneseeneensBOMOMHTK Uni=Trek
charged fronoatiod, threaced col‘ar pﬁ
adjusiment; four-wayy acjustable rbound

Frontrear wheslo ﬁmaloy 3.60%
el Th%sm 17 rear

- "'W'“mem'%‘% e et

o e S Tt ke
RO8F DIAKR v s mﬁ%mm
' opposed twi caliper |

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES

T e ;

clal et UML) I
fosimod) mm

24t |

H B
i ﬂﬂﬂa

il
i
i
i
i,
§

; Testbike supplied 1Y....... Ksmﬁm% |
| Recommentiad mmilpdeo...........s %ﬁ

prrmrreReT S T .....

| colouropﬂm............. — |

1
| SERVICE AND CRASH GUIDE ¢ |
Of fitter L EBE0
| Alrfilter. , e 32038 |
| FTOMYTORE BFOCHDT cmveeemsmmmsmrms 27
et 2 |
'(?gmsme)..“ AT 2 |
Fuel tank $112689 |
| Handlebar, 14485 |
Front mudguard mgé% 1
reeeesr5106.88
| Brake/Citich ToVers ...emi e 5
EXnauSE REAArS (1] Kt MUTHET armeme .79
| P DRIV e e 301195 |
Head o7 .22
POTED (LI SO cermeerssreraresrs 57847
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G i e v g

| CHASSIS AND RUNNING GEAR !
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11

e MQ@“: |

l m Dmmm1mma 1
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{EG% |

| Frumrmes —

12070 VR17
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NMEISIOHSAHDCAPAGI’IB 1
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T 1 2 on | e k_w.m._“ |
Aed . sent
T e g
SERVICEANDCRASH GUIDE ] E———— - {11
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e 5 74%08.78 at 000 |
| EW '''''''''''''''' 518582 | I Mmumm Z.”’:L'.g%eu
fing | Mximiim toregue e i
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|'nmvw'm'm"'l“‘“m“‘"":::.M""' 181,80 (1 o
Front mudguard S8 \ lMlSCHlAH!OllS |
|mc|utm m.“.m.,,._.-.._,...,sﬁ“m}&a lrwummmw-._..... s pa |
%w Sioassas | Recommended ratal price.......S1 .
T e 4&4’ i
! W svas% mﬁmmwﬁmm
.BT 1
Front i CRASH
| B sy ....f 30.5413%13.05 | ?:m? ) GUIDE
S b %m 276,011
} e
Ea!ﬂn"“ m“dda)'
Sldkcove T T
Handlebar
 TERIOR T e i
]Frmtmudgmrd
Miror, ;
e e T
MM e e
l | futtior oy
| A e
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