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magnitude how can the brand do anything
but succeed!

In contrast, the well-finished Kawasaki with
its attractive Luminous Peacock Blue
paintwork barely atiracted a second glance,
Just another Japanese bike perhaps? Styling is
certainly fairly anonymous...

The Yamaha? Well the green paintwork’s a
hit with the general public and the finish is
typically Japanese {ie efficient and
consistent), but there’s no escaping it's built
to a price — and occasionally looks it...

CITY SLICKER
The beauty of these sports-tourers (and
sports-tourers in general) is that they're pretty
good at a lot of things. As part of the usual
stay at Motorcycle News they seem to get
subjected to most of them too.

The XJ's handling hiccup aside, the GPZ
shines as the pick when it comes time for
commuting. Once aboard the Kwaka it has a
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t says something about therm that evary time we
" Iinead abiks to cart a kot of gearand/or peopla a
K11 seems to get the npd. it's not that other
hikes can't move 2 mountain of cameras et al, its
Justthat Rot many can do so and atill arvive &t the
other end.of our ride in the sama time zone as tha
(often) quick squipment it's accompanying...
Thesa days we don't even ask photographer
Watts what he wants to usa as his ‘chasa’ bika.
The [atest:1985-model K1100 LT.SE
accompaniad ounsports-touring 1o on our recent
day out of tha office and, of coursa, it was business
a5 usual in K-blke land, ;
Not only did a certaln T Walts cant his usual $25K
worth of Nikon camera gear, but he also managed
1o supply us with drinks and food on cali and then
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 After, having the good fortune toisample
| Triumph's lovely Speed Triple recently, it
| was with eager'anticipation | pairedup
| with the Trophy. After‘two false neutrals
between Horror HQ and the first set-of
lights oh the way home, the romance -
-was fading slightly, and after our day in
the hills | was looking for a divorce
i;-‘lmin_.rer. : : _ :
. There’s no shortage of grunt, it's justa.
\ paunch problem. : “
| The Trophy seems:to hold itsiweight
' around it's throat. Point itatalong
-~ sweeper and it takes considerable body
language to convince Iftolean | _
- sufficiently and once that's achleved you
better have got the line right— big
adjustments are-not-on. -

| “The Yamaha makes no false promises.
It's 2 case of what, you see jsiwhat you
. get. It does everything faitly well and

beat the budget blues. After all, the GPZ

is nearly $1400 dearer and the Triumph - -
is a whopping $4750 more! Y

The GPZ took this one:hands down for

. me — with its sweet donk, lively stance

-

AR OFFfAMN '.and.neutrél_ handling, Kawasaki Motors

| - ~ Australia would be copping_mé cheque.
THOUGHTS... - -
A - wWeee

" then they demand you be the life of the
i Farty when you finatly do hit the fast:
ane.. g2

' averywhere-do-everything-and-carry-
luggage brigade now has another worthy

' resides in a market niche designedto. ~  Its-oppaosition in

e

reg Leech
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Being a sports-touring motorcycle must |
be a real drag. Think about it — while i

your fitter. race-rep counterparts are
" poncing about on thelr favourite

swerverles, you're usually overloaded

sink. Forced to endure endless miles.of .

 all manner of highway drudgery, you're

then.ex to look like a million .
bucks first thing inthe momln%... And
i

~ with averything but your master’s kitchen- ]

Well, by my reckoning the;gpi

member, CBR1000s and Fj12005 stand
up and take note — Mr K's ney sports-

 tourer does all of the above, as wellias:

provide uncannily good low-speed

user-friendly engine-room, and a damn
reasonakjle pricetag.

" manners, a seamlessly torquey yet highly: #'
|

isrcase jhsgisn’t in
the race: the over-priced Trophy. does

lilile-to inspire; and Yamaha'sweli-priced

 jack-of-afl-trades simply isn’t in'the same

eague. =L
"t Marton Pattendy. |
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absorbad acres of clothing shed by the Horror boys
as tha temperatures increasad and the humidity rose

o tropical proportions.

Speakdng of proportions, 50 Is the luggage capacity
of the:big Beemer.

EVEN MORE GOUDIES
For1985, the LT and its LT-SE partner are essantially
unchanged — but thay get a faw exira goodies.

The SE was launched in 1994t celebrate 10 ysars
of K-bike production and a3 such was a specially
numbered — as well as squipped — machine. For
1995, tha ‘numbars’ are gons but the extra equipmant
owmgland above the already loaded K1100LT haslcally
ramalns,

What's changed for:1995 Is the adoption of the LT-

i SE's 'saddle™style
seat and standard-
anulpment pannier
andtopbax inner-

| bags across the

¢ entire LT and LT-SE

afjuipmant levels
. forthe 1985 model
ysar are just  liitia
. confusing,

Incluges: ABS It
anti-tock brakes,
elactric scraen,

heatad handgrips, panniers, tapbox and a two-

I

To this the 1995 LT-SE adds a set of rear speakers
and backrest to the topbox, unique Instrument
graphics, special Navarra Violet Metallic paintwork
and a colour-matched seat. Gotall that? 'l be asking
guestions later...

Machanically, tha SEs are tha same as the 1984
modals, Wa've tested tha K1100LT (in standard and
SE varianits) & couple of times in the past so | won't
go It too many detalls. Check out Vol 42 No 4 and
Vol 44 No 1 for more detalls.

Nonethaless, a thumbnalt sketch of the nmning gear
saes the LT(SE) powered by the same 16-valve
1082cc ‘Yald-down’ in-line four-cylinder we've grown
fo know and love. Producing & ‘green’ 100ps (at
7600rpm) dlivared via a five-speed gearbax and
Paralaver shaft final drive, the engine's amphasis [5 on
torque — the 10.0kg-m-plus paak of which occurs at
a lazy 5500rpm.

Frame and running gear are falrly convantional too.
Three-spoka alloy whaels wear premium Matzeler
rubber and tripla discs — with four-piston Brembo
calipers up frant -— provide the stopping power.

AN OLD FRIEND

1f you get the impression that we're fairly comfortable
around the LT, then you're right. | gusss, it's because
we've hati a fair bit to do with them over the last
mll‘npi? of years. The hike has soma very strong
points.

As mantioned above the powerplant [s tuned to its
Intended usa and provides fuss-fres performanca In
all sorts of going.

It's an engine that in its K100 guise got a reputation
85 & huzzer and o a cantaln extant that feeling has
carrled over in the 1100cc varsion. It's never a
problam comfort-wise — rubber-mounted footpegs
and handisbars make short work of any remalning
buzzing that may try to make it to the rder —— hut | do
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smaller feel than the other two machines and
even seems appreciably more compact than
its ZZ-R stablemate.

Fit the optional panmers to any of the bikes
however and you've got an instant interstate
express. Magazine commitments precluded
us from doing a long (800km-plus) run on
these three machines, but after a full day in
the saddle everybody seemed none the
worse for wear.

On the subject of panniers, Kawasaki's
units — made by Givi — offer reasonable
capacity and thanks to the GPZ’s fairly
narrow hindquarters you don’t end up with a
bike that needs a full lane to itself.

Triumph and Yamaha also offer optional
panniers. In the case of the former they are
units similar to the Kwaka’s while Yamaha
sources its luggage (in two sizes: big and
huge) from Krauser.

A NON-COMPARO COMPARO

If you get the impression that this non-
€Omparo Comparo is going the way of the
Kawasaki then | guess you're right.

The initial impressions we gained at the
bike's release had us comparing it to Honda’s
CBR1OOOF ($13,900). That's probably still its
closest competition, but riding it with the
Triumph and Yamaha was well worthwhile,

So where does the GPZ end up in the
sports-touring scheme of things? Well, for a
start it's excellent value for money,
undercutting the CBR, Suzuki’s $14,249
RF900R and many of the current sports-

ﬂnd mysaif lunldng fora slxth gear on the K115 (buth
RS and LT) becavse of this business. .

i thera's any criticism of ridar accommadations on
the LTs, it's that tha fairing Is & [ittte too good. On hot
days, it can becomes falr!y fropical behind that
bamdoor.

“The alectric screen is no glmmlck—-ynu can
adjust from full coverape to low-profile fang modes

-with the touch of a finger. But, even in its lowest -
= poslﬂnnairﬂuwis fimited to the cockplt. =~
~ On the othar stde of the coin, this coverage i
* provides enough protection to kesp you wam and
dry despita the best Mother Natura can thruwatyou 1
| know; after riding throtgh eight hours of near-
constant torreritial rain LT-mounted on one occasion
Iaséyaar;‘me good lady wife and | emerged amazingly
ﬂﬂ = . o

MORE OOMPH NEEDED |

The LT(SE)’s conventional Marzocchi forks and
Showra rear shock provide a boulevard-styleride
which makes for magic carpet ride freeway mannars
~— Qe or two-up. Downgrada the quality of the road

however, and even lightly loaded the Beemercan

bottom withotit too much provocation.

- This was noticeabls even on suburban streets.

whira pot-holes can causa the LT to botiom hard
enough to shut down the radio-cassette.
Thene's seven-position preload and infinitely

" adjustabte reboun damping avallable at the rear, but -

- without getting your hands dirty the forks are ‘what
* you seeis whatyou-get.”

Ataround 22kg fheavier than the RS (at 290kg
unladen with a fuli tank, according to BMW) the LT
no sportstike (nor should it bs) but to ba honest |
can't ramember gariler K1100LT: balng as soft. if
you'll excusa the pur 1 firmiy believe the bike wolld
be an even better package Down Under with some
more oomph in the underpinninps. :

+ Orm:aspect of this partlcular machlna thatwas
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Honda's GL1500 Gold Wing ($25,500) and Harley

touring favourites. For all the prestige
associated with the reborn British marque it's
pretty hard to justify the Triumph's $16,750
pricetag when you ride it in company of
GPZ.

Secondly, it offers a balance of
performance and handling to satisfy all but
the most committed powerhounds. As an
overall package only ZZ-R11s and the big-
bore sporisbikes are really going to show it
up.
miich tmpmved though was Its In-ﬂlght
enterfainment. When the loveiy Miss Leonia and my
good salf took a 1994 SEto Iast year's Readles Rally, -
there were problems with the radio-casssttes
speaker package, but no such dramas this time. Jim -
Maxwe!l's history of Australia v Wast fndlan oﬂcket

MULH-FURP&SE mnmrer =

Tha LT(SE)'s a bike that has famd well ln lhe AMGNl

Motorcycle of the Year awards, and for the fast-io

years has taken off the top tourer gong. ;
The fact that you can remove the colour-matched

BMW pannlers and topbox, add to the.versatiltty of

the bike, Unlike the othar full-dress tumkey tourers,

- hetter get in qulck Ifynu wanta 1985 model...

Is it better than the CBR1000F2 Well, the
short answer to the $64,000 question is that |
don't know. The Honda's got an extremely
strong following Down Under — a
reputation that's been well and truly earned
with the sort of attributes the GPZ shows.
Come to think of it, a GPZ-CBR comparo
sounds like another excellent excuse for a
day or two out of the office..

Mike Sinclair
Phatos: Tony Watts

Hlactra Gllde Ultra Classlc ($26 500& the Kﬂﬂo is

‘g biks that you could conoalvably ride avery day of

thaweek
Thosaextmdaysufusa——-hemam Ill;ovm orin

e hills— mggnmatuttlmataly you’re g&tﬁng
_ - extra valua froff.the maching, -

‘AL$23,750 thia 1985 LT-SEls: anaxpanslve

. motoreycle viewed In isaktion, Nonstheless,as |
| BMW's best-selling K-biks (it's actually only beatan
. In regos by the R1100RS), so thers are obwiousty -

plénty of peopla eager to Hand over the readies.
If you're quick yolr local BMW dealér may well

be abla o supply you a 1994 LT, birt/94 SEsars -

 dafinitely all gona. | guass that means youhad:

Mike Sinclalr:




